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NEW MEDICAL GUIDE FOR GRATUITOUS CIRCULATION.

HENRY SMITH, M.D., of the University of Jena, &c., who has
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cessful mode of treatment, with necessary instructions, by which sufferers may obtain a cure.

The Book will be sent post free, in an envelope, to any address, on receipt of a directed
envelope and two stamps.

Address, Henry Smith, M.D., 8, Burton Crescent, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.
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every one, and such is the case wi^h the GLENFIELD PATENT STARCH.

"VYoTHEESPOON & Co., Glasgow and London.

THE EXTRAORDINARY EXCITEMENT
Prevailing amongst all Classes of Her Majesty's Subjects respecting HARPER
TWELVETREES' PATENT SOAP POWDER is daily increasing. It is
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Union Houses, Hotels, and Educational Establishments, and has attained a celebrity

altogether unparalleled throughout the Globe. The saving of Time, Trouble, Labour,

Money, Firing, and Soap, to Hundreds of Thousands of Weekly Consumers of Harper
Twelvetrees' Soap Powder, is the best possible proof of its superiority over the nume-
rous and disgraceful imitations which are attempted to be palmed off upon the Public.

Ask only for " Harper Twelvetrees' Soap Powder," insist upon having " Harper
Twelvetrees' Soap Powdee," and see before leaving the Shop that you get supplied

with " Harper Twelvetrees' Soap Powder." Sold by Oilmen, Grocers, and

Druggists everywhere.

The " Lancet" states,

" This is superior to anything of

the kind known."
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TRAr>a M.i.R!\ reputation which alone belongs to Pa-
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CORN F LOUR, FetTm?.'" *^ '"'"''^

Four Years after our Com Flour was introduced we adopted the Trade Mark upon
Packets as a security against imitations, when no other article was known, prepared from
Indian Corn, having any sort of Trade Mark.

BROWN AND POLSON,
Manufacturers and Purveyors to Her Majesty;

Paisley, Manchester, Dublin, and LONDON.

BOARD AND EDUCATION.

OAKPIELD HOUSE SCHOOL, BIRKENHEAD.
Peincipal .—The Rev. De. MORGAN.

Parents desirous of obtaining for their sons a substantial education, are invited to

gend for a Prospectus of the above-named School. The Principal is a member of the

English Presbyterian Church.
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BEVIYINa PEOTESTANTISM AjSTD ITS OPPOSITION
TO POPEET.*

Befoue the Apostle John was removed from earth, he was tanght by the

Spirit the nature and the form of the great apostacy. He says, " I saw a

woman sit upon a scarlet-coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having

seven heads and ten horns. And upon her forehead was a name written,

Mystery, Babylon the Great; the Mother of Harlots and abominations of the

earth. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus : and when I saw her, I wondered

with great admiration." This is the description given by God of the system

of the Papacy. As the true Church is the Lamb's wife, so this apostacy is

to be wife-like— to appear as a Church. It is seated on the beast, or on civil

power—temporal dominion—exerting a tyrannical influence over the affiurs

of nations. It is the mystery of iniquity set in direct opposition to the

mystery of godliness, and cannot be understood, except by those who are

taught of the Spirit. The titles it assumes, and the authority it claims, are

blasphemy against God. And with these lofty assumptions are mingled

deceit the meanest, th^ craftiest, licentiousness the most unblushing and foul,

that have disgraced the annals of our fallen race.

It is purely an act of weakness to look on this apostate sj^stem as in any
true sense a Church of God. The position assigned to it by Scripture and
history is that of a tyrannical power, which endeavours to cloak its ambition

under the pretext of religion. As Babylon, the first empire which aimed at

universal dominion, sprung from the bosom of patriarchal religion, and united

idolatrous worship with the brutal force of arms, so did the spiritual Babylon,

creeping up from the mid^t of Christiai.ity, gather together the idolatrous

hero-worship of the heathen, the pompous ritualism of the Jew, the false

philosophy of ancient thinkers, and tearing off as it departed some shreds of

the Christian system, it has with them endeavoured to hide the deformity of

its stupendous falsehood. But whenever it has failed to deceive men, there

never has been any scruple on its part to employ the most relentless cruelty

in order to crush out human freedom and divine truth.

After the possession of great power for ages, during which this apostacy

had spread itself over the greater part of Europe, it pleased God to send the

light of his truth unto our forefathers at the beginning of the sixteenth cen-

tury. It was then that the words Protestant and Protestantism were first

used in the'r present meaning. They did not—they do not represent new
truths or new things. There were brave men before Agamemnon, and there

were reformers before Luther. At the Reformation it was no new religion

that was founded, but the old religion of Christ and his apostles that was
brought to light and applied to the exposure of a patchwork superstition.

* An Address delivered at the Tri-Centenary of the Reformation, held in America, by
the Rev. John Hunter,

No. IGQ—Nem Scries. 20
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Protestantism is the form which Christianity took at a particular period, in

consequence of having to do battle with this great hei-esy of Rome.
This, our Christianity, our Protestantism, may be described in three words, <

It is a Truth, a Life, a Government. As a truth, it has two sides ; its peace-

ful side for the statement of Bible truth, its Vv^arlike side for the exposure of

imscriptural error. As a life, it strives after the embodiment in man of love ^

to God and love to his neighbour, to be shov/n in all the personal, domestic,

social, national relations. As a government, it sets forth the Lord Jesus
j

Christ as head of the Church and king over the nations
;
especially does it \

take the Bible alone for its statute book.

In the sixteenth century, and in times foregoing, there was a kind of oppo-
]

gition offered to Pome, sometimes by monarchs, at other times by men of a i

bold, reforming spirit, in the course of which its errors were refuted, its
j

abuses exposed—more from a hatred of tyranny and falsehood than from any '

right knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. It is well worthy of our notice^

both as a fact and as a warning, that the good effected by these movements
\

was only temporary. They did not, they could not last. They passed away |

because of the want of that vital element from which the Protestantism we
,

this day celebrate arose in its strength. These temporary attacks upon the •

Popedom were mere outbui'sts of contempt or dislike for a system of oppres- :

sion and falsehood. But no mere human power can contend successfully 'j

against that master-piece of Satanic craft which the Father of lies has spent \

centuries in rearing, in order that it may be his chief instrument for the
j

destruction of men's souls, his chief form of opposition to the kingdom of

God's dear Son. Our Protestantism took its rise from no merely human I

intellect, or passion or principle, but from the working of God's Spirit in the

souls of men, to v/hom he had given much of the old prophetic power. It^
I

abiding life is found in living union to the Lord Jesus Christ. It was this i

that stirred the trumpet blast of Luther, or woke the warlike clang of Knox^ '

that they found Anti-Christ sitting in the temple of God, usurping the place

of Him whom their souls loved, hiding from perishing men the knowlege of

that one only Mediator who is the way, the truth, and the life. It was this

that nerved the constancy of our martyrs when the noisome dungeon, the :

flowing tide, or the burning pile, were set in array against their weakness j

they knew in whom they had believed ; in the time of their anguish they
|

heard his voice, saying, " When thou passest through the waters, I will be ji

with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when thou
*

walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be "burned ; neither shall the flames
|

kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy *j

Saviour." It was this made bold the hearts, and filled with resistless strength j:

the arms of men who went forth fi'om their peaceful, prayer-hallowed homes
to contend upon the battle field, that they fought not for the gratification of J

personal hatred, or of warlike ambition, or even of patriotic feeling, but that
j

they struggled against the tyranny of Rome for full possession unto them-
j

selves and their children's children of that precious boor, the priceless liberty
j

wherewith Christ maketh his people free. And I bless God because the y

reviving he is giving to his Church in our day is of the same inward soul-
]

renewing power. Throughout the realms of Christendom there is a gather-

ing shout of opposition to that Man of Sin who has sat so long enthroned
;.

upon the seven-hilled city. But this has been preceded by the mighty work- ;

ing of the Spirit of God in the direct conversion of multitudes, and in the I

quickening of man}' who had formerly known the truth. During the last
*

few years there has been an amount of Bible reading, of fervent prayer, of }

earnest inquiry after the Saviour such as has not been known for centuries.
|

I
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The Church cf God has been renewing her youth. She has come back from

the waste land of indifference to seek for the old paths, to take her stand on

the ancient foundations. Led in this course by the Divine Spirit, she has

gone unto the fountain of life, and there having renewed her covenant with

Jesus as a personal Saviour, she has come forth once more *' fair as the moon,

clear as the sun, terrible as an army with banners." It is not political feeling,

or party strife, or sectarian bitterness, that is stirring up the fresh contest

with Rome, but the Spirit of God himself, who in the hearts of his believing

people is lifting up a standard against Anti-Christ,

We must be careful then not to look on this subject as one of mere spe-

culative opinion ; we must guard against the too common delusion that this

controversy is only a dispute between two Christian sects. Here we can have
no compromise, and no neutrality. Popery is Satan's lie—Protestantism is

God's truth. They can never agree. They cannot continue to exist side by
side. One of them must perish. We are entering on this great conflict, and
dream not ye of an early or an easy ending. Dream not that ye can by any
means escape this perilous labour. All persons and things within the bounds
of Christendom are being surely drawn within the circle of the battle-field.

It has ceased to be merely a discussion of momentous doctrinal questions,

and has again begun to mingle in every social or political consideration. At
this moment is not the Popish question the standing difficulty of European
governments ? Within the circle of the British empire there is scarcely a

point of importance touching our civil or military arrangements, our social

or domestic life, our foreign relations, or our national management, that is

not seriously affected by the condition of the Papacy. Does a foreign power
assume a threatening attitude towards Britain ? Immediately the treason-

able cry is raised that England's extremity is Ireland's opportunity, and
below the yell of popular clamour may be heard the significant priestly whis-

per, Give, give for us or Holy Mother Church. But there are sleepy Protes-

tants who will say. Don't disturb us with these passing noises, they will

never come to anything, and if they should the army will soon put them
down. *I tell you no. Depend nothing on the army in such a cause. The
Protestant section would be required to watch the Popish section, since our

infatuated rulers have handed over their loyalty to the traitorous keeping of

Romish chaplains. Do you feel an interest in the question of a sound na-

tional education ? Then who steps in to mar the settlement but a priest-

hood which has the effrontery to demand that God's word shall not be read

in the schools of this Protestant nation. You meet the same difficulty in

the labour-market. The Popish labourer undersells the Protestant, not

because he is a better workman, but because he is a lower type of man, and
therefore can work cheaper. For similar reasons the Protestant housemaid
is supplanted by the Romanist in domestic service. These things are done
very largely by those economical employers who are penny wise and pound
foolish. They find, too late, that they have surrounded themselves with a
troublesome and expensive community, with men and women who increase

poor rates and police rates—who in the hands of the priest are spies on every
Avord or act, who outvote you at elections, who are ever ready with perjury
for the acquittal of a criminal, or with treacherous aid for the kidnapping of

a Protestant child. Besides all these things, look at the unhindered growth
of monasteries and nunneries in Britain, contrary to the law of the land-
look at their existence here among ourselves. Remember what has been
proved regarding their abominations. Remember, too, that time will not
permit me to unfold one-hundredth part of our reasons for abhorrence or
alarm ; and tell m.e, has not the time come for vigorous, united, prayerful,
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persevering exertion to stop the encroachments, to close tl>e very existence^ I

of the Papacy ? What then are we to do ? Of late years th<ire have been i

efforts made, both in the In^perial Parliament and elsewhere, to stop the en-
croachments of the Popedom on our civil and religious liberties. But these :

have fallen iiir short of what they should have been, through the indifference .

of the Protestant public. Now let iis return to the good old ways of our
|

fathers, from which Ave have unwisely departed. There should be given to
;

our children, and to our adult population, for they equally need it. a most
;

careful training in the grouncfs of our Protestant opposition to the doctrines

and the practices of Rome. Thus might we look for a general outgoing of I

enlightened, prayerful effort to bring about her speedy downfall. There
j

should be a guard sternly kept on her secret ])ractices with families to lay
;

hold on their children—with statesmen, in order to tamper with public funds

and education. We must insist on having uprooted all monasteries and
j

nunneries, those nes-ts of villainy, not only as contrary to the law of the land,
j

but as contradictory to the law of God in his word, and in nature. We
:

must have no more tampering on the part of government, whether Im-
perial or provincial, v/ith Rome, the darkest, subtilest foe of every free ;

people. We must demand the speedy repeal of that Emancipation Act
vrhereby the emissaries of Rome crept up to political power in the midst of

us. We must demand it, not because we would deprive any man of his i

rights, but because the Romish faction has broken the compact, in virtue

of which it obtained certain privileges. Ever since they had the pov;er they

have proved in every way that they are not true loyal subjects of the monarch*
of Britain, but an alien people, owning the sway of an Italian prince. Let

j

them be placed on the same footing as other foreigners in our midst—give
;

them their rights as men, but do not give them those privileges of citizen-

ship which they have no right to expect. I will be told that it is impos-
j

sible to grant these demands; that to do so would light up the flames of

civil war. War is a fearful evil, a calamity to be averted if possible.

Nevertheless, there are worse things than war. I would rather encounter '

its horrors than see the confessional of Rome polluting the families of my
country, while her tyranny degraded its liberties, or her false doctrines se- i

duced the souls of my fellow-men to their perdition. As Christians, we can-
J

not seek contention, but we will not be deceived by the flattering tale of
j

peace, peace, when there is no peace. Precious, indeed, is peace, but more i

precious is peace of conscience than peace of circumstance. Peace that can
|

sit down content with falsehood ; that can skin the festering sore of error
|

with a pretended healing ; that can look with calm brow, contented heart,
j

the putting down of truth, such peace is that of the grave—dark, cold^
j

noisome, dead. It is the peace of yonder eastern sea, whose sulphureous
|

waters lie like molten lead above the God-destroyed cities of the plain.
I

Rather let me have the strife of that salt sea when waves lift high their

crested heads, and the storm rides forth making the clouds his chariot;—
;

rather the tempest that roots more firm the tree while it snaps away the ;

useless rotten bough ;—rather the sweeping breeze that purifies the air, than
j

deceitful, quiet, and pestilential repose. No peace then with Rome while '

the blood of slaughtered myriads utters its voice against her, and their cry
j

goes up continually into the ears of the Lord God of Subaoth. No peace '

with Rome while her foul system of confessional eats out the heart of purity i

from families, while her monasteries remain like Sodom, with the cry of

their abominations reaching up to heaven. No peace with Rome while
j

she stands a treacherous haggler, making merchandise of souls, robbing '

men of their money here, and with Satanic cruelty plunging them in ruia

i
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hereafter ; while her false doctrines contradict the truth of God, exalt a

sinful woman to an equality with the Maker of heaven and earth, insult

the awful sacrifice of the E,edeenier, and block up the only true way
whereby fallen man can be restored to the presence of his reconciled God^

No peace then from this conflict until the shout of ransomed nations shall

echo back the cry of the strong angel, "Babylon the great is fallen, in

falkn—rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets."

SPANISH HISTOET.*

In jM, St. Hilaire French Protestantism gained an illustrious convert.

The chair of history which he so ably fills, has perhaps in the wide range of

sul)jects which belong to it no more interesting theme than that which he
has, in the voluminous book before us, undertaken to recount. Spain

needed a historian to bring her annals before the French public, and in

M, St. Hilaire she has found one fully competent to the task. The volume
before us comprehends the events from 1552 to 1569—the closing years of

Charles V., the early years of his son, Philip II.

M. St. Hilaire seldom gives his references—a defect in every history which
claims to be considered original. He does not appear to have had access to

papers previously closed to others. His research is not equal to that of

several competitors in the historical field. With Prescott and Motley

he cannot in this respect be compared. Let not this, however, be laid to

the charge of French superficiality— the age that has witnessed the labours

of Guizot, Michelet, Barante, the Thierrys, and De Broglie, has seen in

them men inferior to none in Europe for laboriousness of preparation

for their volumes.

A more careful revisal would have erased some repetitions which occur in

the volume before us. Some of these repetitions, however, are evidently

intentional, as that of the kindred pride of the Spaniards and the English,

which incapacitates them from mutual co-operation ] We should have
thought that a contest which occurred no farther back than the early part

of this century did prove that such co-operation could take place (and against

France) with some effect ! M. St. Hilaire speaks (p. 23) of Cardinal Pole

as descended from the Tudor blood-royal. He was the grandson of George
of Clarence, and thus what royal blood he had was Yorkist. It is needless

exaggeration to say of the cruelties of Mary's reign that they were without
parallel in the history of the Spanish inquisition.

We must take exception to the too epigrammatical character which M. St.

Hilaire's style sometimes takes. He says (p. 109)—"The literature of

Spain ends where that of other nations begins," This is pointed, but it is

untrue; The classical period of Spanish literature, from Garcilasso de la Vega
to Calderon, from Mendoza to De Solis, saw every other European literature,

except that of German}^, in full vigour and development. Thus, again

speaking (p. 325) of the retirement of Cardinal Granvelle—" Philip did not

break, but merely lengthened the bond of connection." But, at Besan9on,

Granvelle was considerably nearer to Madrid than he was at Brussels ! There
is also an occasional carelessness in giving an account of a matter which
needs explanation in one part, and the explanation not for some pages, or

even chapters, further on.

* Par M. Rossieuw St. Hilaire. Tome Huitiem.e. Paris; Furne et Cie. 1860.
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But these are minor points. M. St. Hilaire has been studiously careful

against exaggeration. Indeed, he has stopped short, in various instances, of

what he might and perhaps ought to have said. Thus he might have used

faT stronger language than he does as to the ill usage of Mary Tudor by her
i

husband. Nor, in general, has he been less on his guard against dispropor- i

tion. He has no crov/ding here, as a set-off against over-minuteness there. i

There is, however, an occasional want of harmonising in his narrative. Thus
j

he tells us in one page the English submitted, under IMary, to a religion
j

which they detested. We turn the leaf over, and we find him quoting, with- !

out dissent, the statement of the Venetian ambassador, that the English were
j

always of the religion of their sovereign 1 Three chapters further on (p. 169)
|

we are told that England owes to Mary's cruelties her confirmed Pro- !

testantism ! Again, when the elder Duke of Guise is first introduced to our i

notice, we have a portrait drawn of him in very dark colours, which to
j

some extent is softened down in subsequent notices of actions in which he
;

was concerned. ^Ye differ entirely from M. St. Hilaire in his disparagement i

of Alva's military talents, and in his condemnation of the Huguenots for
'

having recourse to arnjs. ;

The eventful years of which, in this volume, St. Hilaire has given the

history, brings him in contact with civil, military, and ecclesiastical trans-
j

actions of great importance. To no part of his subject has he shown himself
i

unequal. The siege of JMalta and the Moorish revolt are both described
|

with great spirit. The complications of the Tridentine Council are ably '

unfolded. Declining to compete with Mignet and Stirling in detailing the
j

last years of Charles in his retreat at Yuste, he has, with great power and
j

equal fairness, drawn that monarch's character. Of a different kind, but
;

equally remarkable, is the chapter he has devoted to the internal condition of

Spain at the commencement of Philip's reign. Scarcely so informing or com-
\

plete as a recent essay of M. Guardia on the subject, his view of the Eeforma- ;

tion in Spain is yet both interesting and accurate. The two chapters on the

Affairs of the Netherlands ably sum up the narrative to the removal of
\

Granvelle. The subsequent chapter on Don Carlos and Elizabeth of France '.

fully and impartially informs the reader about an often misunderstood and i

misrepresented portion of Spanish history. "Incontrovertible facts," says :

he (p. 411), "show that Philip, without employing either poison or steel, i

was in reality the murderer of his son. Absolute seclusion, the deprivation
|

of air and motion, were sufficient to cut short life. Poison itself would have '

been less sure, and would have left traces behind it. Philip had a right to
;

exclude from the throne a son guilty of so many acts of folly, but there
j

enrled a father's rights ; and where those ended, mine commenced."
1

We are surprised that M. St. Hilaire, in one of his rare references, should
]

quote the " Guerras de Granada" of Hita, and should, at the end of his I

volume, gravely discuss the historical merits of that romance writer.

We look for\vard with much pleasure to the future volumes of this im-

portant work. Parts of Spanish history have been worthily treated in our
j

language b}'- writers of this age and of a preceding. But we have no first-

class history of Spain itself, and in the absence of any English work, that of

M. St. Hilaire, though not, perhaps, in every respect what we could desire, i

may be without difficulty accepted as filling up the gap. For a century
i

French literature has had at least its due share of influence to the south of
|

the Pyrenees. In this respect the boast of Louis le Grand is not devoid of
|

truth. We hope that the work of M. St. Hilaire may meet with a fair share
i

of appreciation in the Peninsula, There is no Spanish contemporary writer
j

of authority on his voluminous theme.
1
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1

HIGH AND LOW AGAINST THE
GOD OF THE SABBATH.

" Thou hast profaaed my Sabbaths. . . . Thy
dishonest gain."—Ezek. sxii. 8, 13.

God makes his Sabbath a sign be-

tv/een himself and a people. It is sor-

rowful, indeed, when it is despised. A
few Sabbaths ago (Aug. 25th), we find

the two eldest princes of our Royal

Famih^ deUberately breaking it, by driv-

ing in from the camp to Dublin, and not

going to any place of worship,- It is so,

alas ! their return to God for the be-

reavement he sent in taking their grand-

mother away so recently ; this their I

return for his kind protection over them
j

in their recent voyaging and traveUing in

various lands.
|

The same day, one boy is killed, and
j

another is lamed in breaking the Sab-

1

bath in travelling on an omnibus on the
j

new street-railway in London.
I

The same day twenty-two Sabbath- '

breakers are crushed or scalded to death I

in the Clayton tunnel; tvro sisters stretched
;

in death side by side, a grandfather and

grandson ; a fcUher, mother, and son 1

they left Brighton for London, and they
'

landed in eternity. The railway-god
j

advertised, Who will risk his soul for

'

2s. 6d. third class? Endless misery
|

going cheap ! Who'll buy ? They bought,

and they will never lose their purchase !

The railway is so pow-erful, that some
of the London newspapers, afraid of|

losing its advertisements, are afraid to
|

speak out. But what is its whole course,
!

but in Ezekiel's words, " Dishonest gain."
i

Starving the line to make more money. I

Endangering the lives every day, and in
j

addition, the souls on Sabbath, to have
j

large dividends. And, on the Tuesday, I

while the mangled bodies are awaiting

the inquest, the shareholders meet to
!

petition Parliament (or Government), I

that the compensation to the slain by
}

railways may be more hmited in amount,
j

Amazing impudence that, in view of the

corpses, which that Tuesday swelled to

twenty-three ! Their gain nor dishonesty

became them : for 2s. lOd. a day they ex-
!

pected the signal-man (who gave a far
'

more honest evidence at the inquest than
|

men with hundreds a year of salary did)

to risk his soul, he remaining there the

w-hole Sabbath, with its monster excur-

sion trains, at the half-a-erown before

specified. If he took stimulants to keep

up his exhausted strength, who could

wonder ? Over- worked and over-stimu-

lated, who can be surprised at a Sabbath

catastrophe ?

But then, "dishonest gain" appears

further, in their deliberately and fre-

quently violating their own regulation,

which limits the number of carriages in

a train to twenty, while for lucre they

put on twentj'-four or twenty-five.

Their dishonesty appears further in not

furnishing the servants at that tunnel

(and no doubt elsew^here) with the

means of keeping their lamps right—oil

that is useless and won't light ! This

great railway company is not ashamed

to practise deceptions which a poor

trader in a little shop, on the verge of a

bankruptcy (never out of sight for him),

might be pitied for indulging in.

Was the Company more honest when,

putting out a pompous circular on the

evening of the catastrophe about full

inquiry, their officials, knowing doubtless

what their masters really wished, endea-

voured to keep back the most disagreeable

part of the truth ? The circular w^as a

blind, and practically turned out a lie.

The signal-man was dishonest (or un-

truthful) in not reporting the non-

working of the signal on the Saturday

morning. But that twenty-four hours'

delinquency of his had been taught him
by his (socially) betters. The dishonest

master can never look for a servant

morally the opposite of himself!

And then, the utter needlessness of

all this wickedness ! For their own
characters' sake, and that of the people in

their employment—were there no other

considerations—how well were it were
their lines closed on Sabbath ! The
Sabbath-breaking company must expect

to enlist the swearer, the lustful man,
the thief, the man of no principle, in its

ranks of employes. Where there is no
Sabbath, no religion ; and where no
religion, no more morality than can be

helped

!
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A FEW REMARKS UPON PRAYER-
MEETINGS.

[We are indebted to the " Baptist Maga-
•zine" for the following characteristic paper,

from the pen of the Rev. C, H. Spurgeon.]

Our meetings for prayer have very

greatly improved during the last few years,

A gracious Revival has shed a benign in-

fluence upon many of the churches, the

spirit of supplication has been rekindled,

and the fire of prayer remains while the

flash of excitement has departed. It would
be too flattering to hope that the beneficial

change is universal, but our observation

leads us to believe that it is very general.

The hard-shelled brethren whom no enthu-

siasm can penetrate, and no arguments
arouse, continue in their usual petrified con-

dition, mumbling forth prayers which ex-

ercise none of the Christian graces, except

the patience of those who are doomed to

listen to them ; but their influence and su-

premacy are on the wane even in their own
circles. Encompassed with solid bulwarks

of ice, there are some churches which are

impenetrable to any genial warmth from
without, and far removed from the possibi-

lity of a thaw from within; but these, we
think, are rare exceptions, demanding our

d'-epest humiliation before God, but not for-

bidding our fervent expectation of better

things in the Church at large. Perhaps

even these are rather apparent than real

exceptions ; even here an irrpsistible under-

^current of earnestness may be setting in,

destined in due time to quicken the sluggish

tide which now conceals it. It is our own
conviction that the most sorrowful cases of

the table-pew, and pray for twenty minutes
or half-an-hour, and then conclude by ask-

ing forgiveness for his shortcomings—a pe-

tition which was hardly sanctioned by those

who had undergone the penance of en-

deavouring to join in his long-winded dis-

( ourse. A good cure fo • this is for the

minister judiciously to admonish the bro-

ther to study brevity ; and if this avail not,

to jog his elbow when the people are getting

weary. This fault, which is the ruin of all

fervency, ought to be extirpated by all means,

even at the expense of the personal feelings

of the offender.

Cant phrases were another evil. " We
wozild not rush into thy presence as the

unthinkiny {! !) horse into the battle.''^ As
if horses ever did think, and as if it were

not better to exhibit the spirit and energy of

the horse rather than the sluggishness and

stupidity of the ass. As the verse from
which we imagine this fine sentence to be

derived has more to do with sinning than

with praying, we are glad that the phrase is

on its last legs.—" Go from heart to heart,

as oil from vessel to vessel" which is pro-

bably a quotation from the nursery romance
of " Ali Baba, and the Eorty Thieves," but

as destitute of sense. Scripture, and poetry

as ever sentence could be conceived to be.

We are not aware that oil runs from one
vessel to another in any very mysterious or

wonderful manner ; it is true it is rather

slow in coming out, and is therefore an apt

symbol of some people's earnestness ; but

surely it would be better to have the grace

direct from heaven than to have it out of

another vessel—a Popish idea which the

metaph r seems to insinuate, if indeed it

; has any meaning at all. " Thy poor un-immovable indilference are not without

signs of progress ; the very dullest of our I worthy dust,''—an epithet generally applied

AduUams have been disturbed with echoes

which have startled their hollow caverns, and

Zoar itself has become weary of its boasted

littleness. Where zeal for Christ, love for

souls, and earnest pleading with men are

still suspected to be dangerously unorthodox,

there is neverthelesss an alteration in tone

and manner, indicating a secret revolution of

which the men themselves are unconscious
;

so unconscious, indeed, that they would repel

the blessed impeachment with contempt if

it were pleaded in their hearing. If the

prayer-meetings of our Baptist churches
were all visited, there would be found to be

a very considerable advance in the numbers
attending them, the spirit of the supplica-

tion, and the manner of utterance. We
may be wrong, but making all allowance for

the cases at whicli we have hinted, we speak
with much -confidence, and believe that our

estimate is a correct one.

The old faults, which are gradually dis-

appearing, were mainly these :

—

Excessive

length : a brother would pitch himself against

to themselves by the proudist men in the

congregation, and not seldom by the most
moneyed and grovelling, in which case the

last two words are not so very inappropriate.

We have heard of a good man who, ia

pleading for his children and grandchildren,

was so completely beclouded in the blind-

ing influence of this expression, that he

exclaimed, " O Lord, save thy dust, and

thy dust's dust, and thy dust's dust's dust."

When Abraham said, " I have taken upon

me to speak unto the Lord, which am but

dust and ashes," the utterance was forcible

and deeply expressive ; but in its misquoted,

perverted, and abused form, the sooner it

is consigned to its own element the better.

Very many ot'.er perversions of Scripture,

uncouth similes and ridiculous JTietai)hors,

will recall themselves to the reader ; we
have neither time nor patience to recapitu-

late th^m: they are a sort of spiritual slang,

the offspring of unholy ignorance, unmanly

imitation, or graceless hypocrisy
;
they are

at once a dishonour to those who constantly
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repeat tlieni, and an intolerable nuisance to

those whose ears are jaded with them. They
have had the most baneful effects upon our

prayer-meetings, and we rejoice to assist in

briiiginj? them to their deserved end.

Another evil was, mistaking p7-eachi>7ff for
prayer. The friends who were reputed to

be "gifted," indulged themselves in public

prayer with a review of their own experience,

a recapitulation of their creed, an occasional

running commentary upon a chapter or
|

psalm, or even a criticism upon the pastor
|

and his sermons. It was too often quite
|

forgotten that the brother was addressing
1

the Divine majesty, before whose wisdom a
\

display of our knowledge is impertinence,

and before whose glory an attempt at s.vell-

ing words and pompous periods is little
,

short of profanity ; the harangue was evi-

dently intended for man rather than God,
and on some occasions did not contain a

;

single petition from beginning to end. We
|

hope that in our own time good men are

leaving this unhallowed practice, and are

beginning to see that sermons and doctrinal ;

disquisitions are miserable substitutes for i

earnest wiestling prayers, when our place I

is the mercy-seat, and our engagement is
,

intercession.
|

Monotonous repetition frequently oc-
j

curred, and is not yet extinct. Christian
|

men who object to forms of prayer will
j

nevertheless use the same words, ih I

same sentences, the identical address

at commencement, and the exact ascrip-
,

tions at conclusions. We have known
;

some brethren's prayers by heart, so that we
!

could calculate within a few seconds when '

they would conclude. Now this cometh of

evil. All that can be said against the
;

prayers of the Church of England, which
'

were many of them composed by eminent
j

Christians, and ar", some uf them, as beauti-
[

ful as they are scriptural, must apply with
;

tenfold force to those dreary compositions

which have 1 ttle virtue left, since their ex-

tempore character is clearly disproved. O!
for warm hearts, burning with red-hot de-

sires which make a channel from the lip in

glow'ng words ; then, indeed, this complaint
would never be made. " What is the use

of my going to the prayer-meeting, when
I know all that will be said if So-and-So
is cal'ed on?" is not an uncommon ex-

cuse for stayi ig away
;

and, really, while

flesh is weak, it is not so very unreasonable

a plea : we have heard far worse apologies

for greater oHences. If our (so-called)

"praying men" drive the people away
by their everlasting repetitions, one-half,

at least, of the fault lies at their door.

Most of the-e diseases, we trust, sre

finding their cure ; but the man would be
hardy, not to say fool-hardy, who should

affirm tliat there is now no room for further

improvement,

be our motto.

" Advance " must still

and in the matter of the

it will be found mostprayer-meeting

suitable.

Our brethren will excuse our offering

them advice, and must take it only fur

what it is worth : but having to superin-

tend a large church and to conduct
a prayer meeting, which scarcely ever

numbers less than from 1,000 to 1,200
attendants, we will simply give our own
notions as to the efUcient means of pro-

moting and sustaining these holy gather-

ings :—

1. Let the minister himself set a very

high value upon this means of grace ; let

him frequ' ntly speak of it as being dear to his

own heart; let him prove his words by-

throwing all his vigour into it, being absent
as seldom as possible, and doing all in his

power to give an interest to the meeting.

If our pastors set the ill-example of coming
in late, of frequently staying away, or con-

ducting the t ngagements in a drowsy formal

way, we shall soon see our people despising

the exercise and forsaking the assembling of

themselves together. A warm-hearted ad-

dress of ten minutes, with a few lively words
interposed between the prayers, will do
much, with God's blessing, to foster a love

to the prayer-meeting.

2. Let the bretliren labour after brevity.

If each person will offer the petition most
laid upon his heart by the Holy Spirit, and
th n make room for another, the evening
will be far more profitable, and the prayers

incomparably more fervent, than if each
brother ran round the whole circle of peti-

tion without dwelling upon any one point.

Compare tlie subjects of prayer to so many
nails ; it will be better for a petitioner

to drive one nail home with repeated

blows, than to deal (tne ineffectual tap to

them one after another. Let as many as

possible take part in the utterance of the

Church's desires ; the change of voice will

prevent weariness, and the variety of sub-

jects will excite attention. Better to have
six pleading earnestly, than two drowsily ; far

better for t )e whole meeting tiiat the many
wants should be represented experimentally

I

by many intercess irs, than formally by two

I

or three. As a general rule, meetings in

which no prayer exceeds ten minutes, and

I

the most are under five, will exhibit

the most fervour and life ; in fact,

length is a deathblow to earnestness,

and brevity is an assistant to zeal. When
we have, had ten prayers in the hour, varied

with the singing of single verses, we have

far oftener been in the Spirit, than when
only four persons have engaged. This is

an observation confirmed by the opinion

of our fellow-'Worshipp3^^ j it inignt not
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hold good in all cases, but it is so with us,

and therefore we thus witness.

3. Persuade all the brethren to engage.

If the younger and less instructed members
shrink from the privilege, tell them that

they are not to speak to man but to God.
Assure them that it does us all good to hear

their groans and ineffectual attempts at

utterance. For our own part, a few break-

downs generally come very sweetly home,
and awakening our sympathies, constrain us

to aid the brother by our more earnest

wrestlings. It gives a reality and life to the

whole matter to hear those trembling lip-^

utter thanks for new life just received, and

to hear that choking voice confessing the sin

from which it has just escaped. The cries

of the lambs must mingle with the bleating

of the sheep, or the flock will lack much of

its natural music. As Mr. Beecherwell says,

" humble prayers, timid prayers, half-inau-

dible prayers, the utterances of uncultured

lips, may cut a poor figure as lecture-room

literature. But are they to be scornfully

disdained? If a child may not talk at all

till it can speak fluent English, will it ever

learn to speak well ? There should be a

process of education going on continually,

by which all the members of the church

shall be able to Contribute of their expe-

riences and gifts ; and in such a course of

development, the first hesitating, stumbling,

ungrammatical prayer of a confused Chris-

tian may be worth more to the Church
than the best prayf r of the most eloquent

pastor."

Every man feeling that he is to take part

in the meeting at some time or other, will

become at once interested, and from interest

may advance to love. Some of those who
have now the best gifts, had few enough

when they began.

4. Encourage the attendants to send in

special requests for prayer as often as they

feel constrained to do so. Those little

scraps of paper, in themselves most truly

prayers, may be used as kindling to the fire

in the whole assembly.

5. Suffer neither hymn, nor chapter, nor

address to supplant prayer. We remember
hearing seven verses of a hymn, ending in

"he hates to put away," until we lost all

relish for the service, and have hardly been

reconciled to the hymn ever since. Remem-
ber that we meet for prayer, and let it be

prayer ; and oh ! that it may be that genuine,

familiar converse with God which shall drive

out the formality and pomposity which mar

so much our public supplications.

6. It is not at ajl amiss to let tw^o, or

even three competent brethren succeed each

other without a pause, but this must be done

judiciously ; and if one of the three should

become prolix, let the pause come in as soon

as he is done. Sing only one verse, or at

the mo.st two, between the prayers, and let

those be such as shall not distract the mind
from the subject by being alien from the

spirit of the meeting. Why need to sing

about the temptations of Satan just after an
earnest jtrayer for the conversion of sinners?

and when a brother has just had joyous fel-

lowship with Christ in intercession, why
drag him down by singing, "'Tis a point I

long to know " ?

Of course, we ought to have said all man-
ner of good things about the necessity of

the Holy Spirit, but upon that point we are

all agreed, knowing right well that all must
be in vain without His presence. Our ob-

ject has rather been to gather out the stones

from the way than to speak of that divine

life which alone can enable us to run
therein.

corns OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

BY JAMES EOSS SNOWDEN,

Director of the U.S. Mint, PMladelpTiia.

" And when he had agreed with the labourers
for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard."—Matt. xx. 22.

A PENNY a day seems a small compensa-
tion for a labourer ; but the coin in question

was not the penny of the present day, but

was a denarius^ a silver coin, the intrinsic

value of which was fifteen cents. This

gives one a better idea of the value of labour

at that time ; and it shows that the good
Samaritan was more liberal and generous

than the usual reading of the text would
indicate (Luke x. 35). He gave the poor
man that fell among thieves two silver coins

of the value of thirty cents. We have

reason to believe that silver was at that

period ten times as valuable as it is at pre-

sent ; in other words, thirty cents would
buy as much as three dollars would now.
It thus appears that the Samaritan, besides

the other valuable things, wine and oil,

which he bestowed upon the injured man,
gave the "host" money enough to pay the

boarding of his guest for some time, perhaps

for several weeks, because this interesting

event happened in the hill country of Judea,

between Jerusalem and Jericho,> where the

charges at the inn were probably quite

moderate. Thus a liberal provision was

made for the intervening time which would

elapse before the benevolefit man would

return from Jerusalem. And in case he

should be delayed in his return, he said to

the inn-keeper, " Take care of this man, and

whatsoever thou spendest more, when I

come again I will repay thee." This gene-

rous and neighbourly conduct of the good

Samaritan our Lord commends, with the
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injunction, "Go thou and do likewise"
(ver. 37).

The ointment with which Mary anointed

our Saviour is said to have been "very
costly" (John xii. 3), and "very precious "

(Mark xiv. 3). "Some had indignation

within themselves, and murmured against

her," because her ointment might have been
sold for more than three hundred pence, awdi

the money given to the poor (Mark xiv.

4, 5). The propriety of saying that it was
very costly, and very precious, appears very

clearly when we ascertain that the price at I

which it was said it might have been sold,

was equal to forty-five dollars of our own
money. Mary's offering was therefore a

valuable one intrinsically ; but much more
so as she wrought a " good work, which is

spoken of throughout the whole vvorld as a

memorial " of her love and devotion to the

Saviour (ver. 9).

Again, when the five thousand persons
were miraculously fed, we are told that the
disciples asked, " Shall we go and buy two
hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them
to eat ?" (Mark vi. 37). The present value
of a penny is about two cents. It would
seem to be very unreasonable to talk of
feeding such a multitude with four hundred
cents worth of bread. But when we know
that two hundred pence were,equal to thirty

dollars of our money, we can readily under-
stand how, with that ^um, bread enough
miglit have been purchased, not only to

enable " every one of them to take a little
"

(John vi. 7), but, if the proportionate value
is considered, the money would have bought
a loaf of bread for each one of the great
multitude that were assembled. The. great
Master of the feast, however, preferred to

feed them by his creative power, and thus
the five barley loaves and the two small
fishes were miraculously increased ;

" and
they did all eat and were filled ; and they
took up twelve baskets of the fragments "

(Mark vi. 42, 43).
It is difficult to determine with accuracy

the relative value of money in different

periods of the world. The pieces of the
same denomination, coined at different times,

greatly varied in weight and in fineness, or
in the proportion of pure silver to the alloy

of base metal used in the coinage. The
denarius of Tiberius weighed about sixty

grains, and contained about ninety per cent,

of silver and ten per cent, of alloy, and was
worth, as we have seen, about fifteen cents.;

but as the Roman Empire declined, the
denarius was diminished in weight and fine-

ness, until at length it fell to about the
value of six cents. It was perhaps on the
model of this reduced denarius that the
English penny was established. The pound
sterling, as originally constituted in

England, and up to about a.d. 1300, was

composed of a troy pound weight of silver.
j

As there are 5,7G0 grains in a troy pound,
and as a penny is the hundred and fortieth

part of a pound sterling, it will be seen that
:

the penny of our English ancestors weighed
twenty-four grains, from which comes the «
term " pennyweight." At the present mint

,

value of silver—namely 121 cents per ounce
\—t\\'enty-four grains, or one pennyweight,
\

is worth six cents ; but as one pound troy i

of silver is now in England coined into
,

three pounds and six shillings sterling, the
I

weight of the penny would be only about
;

seven grains. This being too small for a

coin, the copper penny has been substituted
\

for the silver penny. The Roman terra is .!

still preserved in the English account of
'

pounds, shillings, and pence : thus £ s. d.
j

From these considerations it would appear \

that the translation of the word denarius \

into penny is legitimate and proper in one
\

sense, although it gives an incorrect idea of
{

the value of that ancient coin.

We have thus endeavoured to show that
j

it is useful as well as interesting to learn
\

something of the value of the denarius,
,

inasmuch as it serves to render more clear

several passages in the sacred writings. ^ '

"WHITED WALLS."

A PROFESSOR that hath not forsaken hia

iniquity, Bunyan says, is like one that

comes out of the pest house, among the
whole, with his plague-sores running upon
him. This is the man that hath the breath
of a dragon ; he poisons the air round
about him. This is the man that stays his

children, his kinsmen, his friend, and him-
self. What shall I say ? a man that nameth
.the name of Christ and departeth not from
iniquity, to whom may he be compared ?

The Pharisees, for that they professed re-

ligion but walked not answerable thereto,

unto what doth Christ compare them but
to serpents and vipers ; what doth ne call

them but hypocrites, wliited walls, painted
sepulchres, fools, and blind ; and tells thera

that they made men more the children of
hell than they were before ! Wherefore
such a one cannot go out of the world by
himself ; for as he gave occasion to scandal
when he was in the world, so he is the
cause of the damnation of many.

These are the chief of the engines of
Satan ; with these he worketh wonders.
One Balaam, one Jeroboam, one Ahab, oh,

how many fish such bring to Satan's net

!

These are the tares he strives to sow among
the wheat. Better had it been for such
that they had not been born.
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DELAY OF COIS^YERSION.

An accurate examination into the periods

of life in wliich those whose lives of godli-

ness give evidence of true religion first be-

gan to be followers of Christ, furnishes an

amazing demonstration of the folly and

danger of delay ! The probability of con-

version diminishes rapidly as years roll on.

Make up a congregation of a thousand

Christians. Divide them into five classes,

according to the ages at which they became

Christians. Place in the 1st class all those

converted under 20 years of age : 2nd class,

all those converted between 20 and 30;

3rd class, all those converted between 30

and 40 ; 4th class, all those converted be-

tween 40 and 50 ; 5th class, all those con-

verted between 50 and 60. Tiien count

each of the five classes separately. Of your

thousand Christians, there were hopefully

converted :

—

Under 20 years of age 548

Between 20 and 30 years of age... 337

Between 30 and 40 „ „ ... 96

Between 40 and 50 „ „ ... 15

Between 50 and 60 „ ,} ... 4

Here you have five classes! But you

complain of me: you ask, "Why stop at

60 years old ? " Ah, well, then ! if you

will hcive a sixth class, and call it a class

—

converted,

Between 60 and 70 years of age ... 1

Just one out of a thousand Christians con-

verted over sixty years old! What a

lesson on delay ! What an awful lesson !

I once made an examination of this sort

in respect to 253 hopeful converts to

Christ, who came under my observation at

a par.ticular period. Of these 253, there

were converted,

Under 20 years of age 138

Between 20 and 30 years of age. . . 85

Between 30 and 40 „ „ ... 22

Between 40 and 50 j, ... 4

Between 50 and 60 „ » ... 3

Between 60 and 70 „ ... 1

Beyond seventy, not one ! What a lesson
|

on the delay of conversion ! what an awful
i

lesson! How rapidly it cuts olF the hopes
[

of the delaying, as they continue on in ^e,
j

making darker and darker the prospect as

they are nearing the tomb ! How rapidly

the prospect of conversion diminishes ! far

r;-.ore rapidly than the prospect of life ! Let

the sinner delay till he is twenty years old,

and he has lost more than half the proba-

bility of salvation he had at twelve ? Let

him delay till he is thirty years old, and be

has lost three-fourth of the probability of

salvation w^hich he had at twenty. Let him
delay till he has reached forty years, and

only twenty-nine probabilities out of a thou-

sand remain to him. Let liim delay till he

has reached fifty years, and beyond fifty

there remains to him only fourteen out of

a thousand ! What a lesson upon delay !

what an emphatic lesson ! As an uncon»

verted man treads on into the vale of years,

scarcely a single ray of hope remains to

him ! His prospect of conversion diminishes

a great deal faster than his prospect of life

!

The nightfall has come— its shades thicken

fast—truth trembles for him when his feet

shall stumble on the dark mountains of

death.

—

Dr. I. S. Spencer.

THE WOUNDED SPIRIT.

" I was a stricken deer, that left the herd
Long since : with many an arrow deep infixed
My panting side was charged, when I withdrew
To seek a tranquil death in distant shades.
There was I found by One who had himself
Been hurt hy th' archers. In his side he bore,
And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars.
With gentle force soliciting the darts,

He drew them forth, and heal'd, and bade me
LLve."

O MY hearers, if a wounded conscience

—a sense of guilt in the soul— is thus ill

to be borne here^ what will be the sufTer-

ings of the " wounded spirit " in the world
to come—where there will be no pleasures

of sin to alleviate or to sear it !—when it

will be excited to the keenest sensibility,

and its arrows will be dipped in the venom
at once of memory and hopeless anticipa-

tion !—when the spirit shall be "i^ierced

through with many sorrows," and sorrows
for which no softening and no cure shall

ever be provided;—"no balfn" in the

[.lace of final woe,— *' no physician there

—Their " worm dieth not."

If such be the agony of a thoroughly
awakened and sensitive conscience, will

you think me cruel in expressing the wish
and prayer that every conscience in this

assembly were thus awakened, thus en-

dowed with sensibility ? Ah ! my friends,

the wish is as far as possible from being a

cruel one. I wish your consciences
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awakened noio, while you are within

the reach of healing, while you have
access to the balm and to the Physician.

Now the cin*e is to be found. Now
peace and hope are attainable. The
blood 1 hat cleanseth from all sin will heal

tlie very deepest, fiercest, and most ago-

nising wounds of the spirit. If a con-

science awakened and armed with its tor-

turing sting is fearful, still more fearful

and more ominous of future misery is a

conscience seared and insensible. This is

not peace ; it is stupor ; it is the sleep of

death ; it is the appalling prelude to death
eternal !— Wardlato.

. THE CULTURE OF SORROW.

Neaelt all sorrow, while it lasts, de-

presses action, destroys hope, and crushes

energy; but it renders the sensitivent^ss

more acute, the sympathies more genial,

and the whole character less selfish and
more considerate. It is said that in natui-e,

but for the occasional seasons of drought,
the best lands would soon degenerate ; but
these seasons cause the lands to suck up
from the currents beneath, with the mois-

ture, all those mineral manures that re-

store and fertilize the soil above. It is

thus with sickness and^with sorrow ; once
sui'mounted they fertilize the character

and develop from the deep fountains of

the liuman heart a joy and fruitfulness not

otherwise attainable.

WORLDLY CnRISTIANS.

L^NDEK the mistake that religion has

little to do with his ordinary Hfe, many a

man appears, at different times of the day,

in two separate characters. In the morn-
ing he enters his closet, prays to the Father

in secret, and feels there his soul full of

divine affections and hopes. But he leaves

this hallowed retirement for his labour or

business through the day. He works, he

bargains, he acts as if his religion had
nothing to do with his life now, or his life

with God ; and his soul is barren of

heavenly joys. He returns to his closet

again at evening time ; but his chafed,

weary spirit, that has been so long kept

away from the fountain of its life, finds

not its early peace, and he wonders why
the Lord has forsaken him. He need
not wonder. The marvel would be if the

Holy One would sanction this attempt to

put asunder wliat he has joined together

—

to lower religion from a life to an act, from
a habitual worship to an occasional prayer.

—

Li^e for God.

DIAMOND DUST.

Glorify God and you shall enjoy him.
Labour on earth and you shall rest in heaven.
Christ judges them to be men of worth who
are men of work. Be thy life, then, devoted
to his service. Now for the work, hereafter

for the wages ; earth for the cross, heaven

j

for the crown. Go your way, assured that

j

there is not a prayer you offer, nor a word
you speak, nor a tear you shed, nor a hand
you hold out to the perishing, nor a warning
you give to the careless, nor a wretched child

you pluck from the streets, nor a visit paid
to the widow or fatherless, nor a loaf of bread
you lay on a poor man's table, that there is

nothing you do for the love of God and man
but is faithfully registered in the chronicles

of the kingdom, and shall be publicly read
in that day when Jesus, calling you up, per-

haps, from a post as mean as Mordecai's,
shall crown your brows before an assembled
world, saying, "Thus shall it be done to the

man whom the king delighteth to honour."-—
Dr. Guthrie.

Make nothing that can perish ^he founda-
tion of your hope. Money, the favour of

man, the admiration of man, worldly plea-

sure, personal accomplishments (other than
holiness and sound knowledge), are all as

vapour. Enjoy them as you do a beautiful

sunset. Take them at their real worth ; but
be fully persuaded that your happiness must
come from higher, holier, and more unfailing

sources. Value life for its highest ends. It

can be the period of your personal progress

in the life of holiness and heaven, the seed

time for a harvest of eternal blessedness.

—

Dr. E. N. Kirk.

Riches and abundance of the earth loads

more than it fills, and men's wealth only
heightens their wants. The great man
oftener wants a stomach and rest than the

poor wants meat and a bed to lie on.

—

Fleming.

In all favours think not of them so much
as of God's mercy and love in Christ, which
sweetens them.

—

Dr. Sibs.

Religion is not an empty name, but a

Divine reality ; it excites and stimulates the

man of business to activity and diligence;

it restrains the man of pleasure ; it softens

the man of passion; it ornaments the man
of taste; it dignifies the man of reason; it

immortalises the man of God.
He that hath slight thoughts of sin never

had great thoughts of God.

—

Dr. Owen.
The love of Christ is unparalleled in jts

nature, intense in its ardour, immense in its

extent, and glorious in its purpose and
issue.

As the beams of the sun shining on
fire discourage the burning of it, so the

shining of God's mercies on us should dis-

hearten and extinguish sin in us. This is
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so equal and needful a duty that Peter picks

this flower out of Paul's garden as one of the

choicest, and urges it on those to whom he

writes.

—

Trapp.

Some employments may be better than

others, but there is no employment so bad

as the having none at all. The mind will

contract a rust and an unfitness for every

good thing, and a man must either fill up

his time with good, or at least innocent

business, or it will run to the worst sort of

waste,—to sin and vice.

—

Bishop Burnet.

The growth of a believer is not like a

mushroom, it is like an oak, which increases

slowly indeed, but surely. Many suns,
]

showers, and frosts pass upon it before it
j

comes to perfection
;

and, though in winter i

it seems dead, it is gathering strength at the

root.— Cowper,

True religion, or godliness, is the beauty

of the Lord our God, a beam from the

Saviour, yea, " the brightness of his glory

and the express image of his person." A
man of true religion is full of Christ; he

reflects his communicable attributes, and

becomes like him. The tremulous wave

reflects the beauty of the heavens, the moon
reflects the splendour of the sun, and so

does a believer, although in broken rays,

reflect the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Life is made up, not of great sacriflces or

duties, but of little things, in which smiles

]

and kindness, and small obligations, given

j

habitually, are what win and preserve the

1 heart, and secure comfort.

—

Davy.

CHINA.
I

The Treasurer has just received the fol-

lowing note from the Kev. W. S. S\vanson,

dated

—

Amoy, 20th July, 1861.

When last mail was leaving, I sent the

Committee a letter telling them that I was

just about starting for Anhai. I have

been there and back, and I cannot omit

this opportunity of letting you all know
the incidents of that journey. I believe

Mr. Douglas, whom I accompanied, has

already written the Scotch Committee de-

tailed accounts of our visit.

Mr. Douglas and I got to Anhai on
Wednesday afternoon, and remained there

till the end of the Sabbath. On Sabbath

I baptized four persons, three men and one

woman. This took place in the forenoon,

and ill the afternoon we celebrated the

dying of our Lord together. The com-
munion was conducted by Mr. Douglas.

I have one thing to ask of you and the

Committee, and that is, that we all together

be stirred up to thank the Lord for thus

hearing our prayers.

The following Sabbath we spent at

Bay-pay together, engaged in ordaining

one elder and one deacon additional there.

This, too, was a good time to ourselves, as

I hope it was to our dear brethren of the

Chinese.

This week Mr. Douglas has gone to

Chang-chew, where he is examining can-

didates for admission to the Church. He
writes me most encouragingly from that

place.

I have also to report that, at E-ning-
Saug, there are signs of additional inte-

rest. Of this I will tell you more here-

after.

In the meantime, through you let me
ask the Church at home to pray much for

us, that we be found faithful and zealous.

Excuse this short note, and believe me
to be,

Yours ever,

W. S. SWAKSOJf.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN SYEIA.

(letter FEOil EEY. J. COFFIXG,

MISSIOXAEY OP AINTAB.)

The Unexpected Worlc in Syria.

When making up my mind to come
abroad, one of my greatest regrets was that

we should probably have to leave for life

j

the Sunday - school work in which we

j

had been, in some form or other, engaged

j

for so long a time, and which we so much
j

loved. Little did we then know what work
j
the Lord had for us to do over here. We
now have, I am persuaded, one of the largest

and most interesting Sabbath-schools in the

world ! It numbers now eighty teachers,

and has an attendance of from 1,500 to 1,600
scholars. The school usually numbers from
400 to 500 more than the whole congrega-

tion at preaching on Sabbath. We have in

it little infants, and aged infants, both male
and female, and'all ages and conditions be-

tween these extremes : and before the small-
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pox broke out this summer, it embraced

about GOO tliat are not yet Protestants, but

who will become such as they grow up under

our instruction.

Tlie Hymns among the Moslem Children.

The Moslem children (not in the school)

have already learned not a few of the little

hymns, which we have translated into Turk-

ish for the Sabbath-school infant class chil-

dren, by hearing the latter sing them in the

streets and at their homes. The little ones

often assemble in groups upon their house-

tops in the mornings and evenings, and sing

these little hymns so loud as to be dis-

tinctly heard from ali the Moslem houses

within a quarter of a mile of them. The sound

of their voices often reaches me as I am at

work in my study, and no music sounds

sweeter to me ;
though you would not think

it got up according to the most approved

style of the musical art. Hark ! I distinctly

hear them singing now in the heart of the

city, a little to the west of me. It is the

little hymn,

—

" I'm a pilgrim, and I'm a stranger,

I can tarry but a night."

And now they commence another,

—

" Around the throne of God in heaven,

Thousands of chilciren stand."

I assure you, dear brother, these sounds are

sweet to me; for every one of these little

hymns is a sermon, which is heard by many,

and not without effect, and they are direct-

ing the thoughts and hearts of these little

ones that sing them to Christ and heaven.

The Head Teaelier and the Lessons.

I feel it a most blessed privilege to in-

struct these eighty teachers in their lessons

preparatory to their giving it to their classes

on Sabbath. The female teachers, thirty of

them, have just left my study, and my heart

is yet warm from the exercise of instructing

them in the lesson—and this afternoon,

about an hour and a half before sundown,
the male teachers, between forty and fifty in

number, will come to take the same lesson.

All the classes who read, and the adults,

with the exception of four or five classes, all

take the same lesson, and keep along toge-

ther. We are now in the middle of the 14th

chapter of John, having commenced that

book about twenty months ago. We go
slowly, but make thorough work of it, giv-

ing a thorough exegesis of each lesson to

the teachers, and they, after taking full

notes, give it to their classes on Sunday.

Our school is a thoroughly biblical one.

We use nothing in it but the Bible, and a

few hymns. It is the study of the pure
Word of God that we rely upon for effect,

and to keep up the interest of all classes in

the school. These eighty teachers embody
pretty much all of the available talent in our

church here, and thus they are all actively

at work.

Extension of the WorJc.

Thus far I have spoken particularly only

of the Aintab school. But since its re-or-

ganization and enlargement, which took
place a little less tlvan two years ago, not
less than eight others have been organized

in this region, all patterned after ours here,

only much smaller, and among them is one
at Oarfu—Ur of the Chaldees— one at An-
tioch, and a third one just commenced at

Adurea, near Tarsus. And I have just re-

ceived a letter from Mr. Barnum, of Khar-
poot, which informs me that he and his as-

sociates there are about to organize some
Sunday-schools in their own region right in

the centre of Armenia.
I have spoken of the blessedness to my-

self of giving these lessons weekly to the

teachers in Aintab. "When I am doing this

I feel that I am preaching in the most ef-

fectual way to a very large audience, for

these lessons are not only given to the

school in i^intab, but are copied and sent

out to the other eight or nine schools, and
are given by the teachers there.

Cnrrt.s^inniinire.

JOHN KKOX'S EOAD TO
TISIBILITY.

To the Editor of the English Freslyterio.n Messenger.

Dear Sie,—A great deal has been said

lately about the want of visibility of the

Presbyterian Church in England. The

community cannot see it, and take no

notice of it. They set it down as a non-

entity, or at best as a ghost of departed

grandeur. Its friends have for a long time

been considering the question,—How is it

to regain its position among the churches,

as a living, active, and influential branch
of the Church of Christ in this land ? They
feel that if the Presbyterian Church could

be made a literary, educational, and an
evangelistic power in the land, there would
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be no fear of if s becoming a visible Chuvcli.

It would then be one. Therefore to labour

in these three departments should be re^

j^arded by every Presbyterian as hisChurcli's

mission to the people of England. The
Church's attention has, hitherto, been
much occupied by dilettante reforms— as

organs, hymn-books, and such like. It is

now time to grapple with the "Omditioii
of the People ot England question," and
ascertain what our branch of tlie Church
of Christ ought to do to elevate and Chris-

tianize them.
The educational appliances set up by

our Church thrive more, I believe, in

might he not be assisted by lay agents
capable of conducting public worship, and
of giving sensible and impressive addresses
on scriptural subjects to the miscellaneous
audiences that might be collected in the
preaching rooms and schools of the preach-
ing stations which the Presbytery bad
placed under the cliarge of the evangehst ?

Are there not to be found among the
ekters, deacons, Sabbath-school teachers,
and members of young men's societies,

many sutEciently qualified who would
volunteer to do this work ? When a strong
congregation w as collected in any one of these
preaching stations, the Presbytery could

quality than in quantity. The schools are
|

then recognise such a station as a sanc-

few in number, though the teachers do i
tioned charge, and the evangelist and his

their work well. Our highest educational

institution, the College, tliough presided

orer by learned and distinguished pro-

fessors, does not seem to attract many
students to it. Presbyterian Educational
Institutes have yet to be set up to act like

aqueducts in conveying water from the

springs to the general reservoir, by guiding
intelligent young men into the fields of

literature and of science, and some to theo-

logical classes and to the pulpits of the

Church. Here I have to record my thaiiks

for the manner in which my plea on this

lay agents would give place there to an or-

dained rainister w ith his staff of elders and
deacons. Three centuries ago the Popish
Church was overthrown in Scotland. ILow
did Kntix find instructors to teach the
people the truths of the Bible, in place of
the superstitions their priests had taught
them? Did he wait until he obtained a
thoroughly educated and regularly ordained
minister to be settled in a parish before be
attempted any work for the enlightenment
of the parishioners ? He possessed too
much practical sagacity for that style of

subject has been received by the Church, going to work. In the first general assem-

I understand that evening classes are to be

commenced in connection with the College

in Queen Square. Manchester has Owen's
College—a chartered college—with flourish-

ing evening classes. Might not the minis-

bly of the Reformed Church of Scotland
there were only six ministers—Knox and
five others, being all the Protestant minis-
ters then in Scotland. These were ap-
pointed to the towns and districts where

ters of Manchester set up an institute there
;

they were likely to be of most service to

as a good preparatory school for the day
and evening classes of Owen's College? Bir-

mingham has Queen's College— a char-

the Church. Superintendents, or evan-
gelists (some of whom, like Erskine, of
Dun, being only laymen), were appointed

tered college. Evening classes have not as I
over districts of the country, and under

yet proved successful in connection with it, them in the different parishes were sta-

chiefly because a too early hour (6 p.m.)

was fixed on for the classes to assemble.

Might not an institute be set up for the

benefit of the youth of that busy town ?

I am not acquainted with the educational

institutions of Liverpool or ISTewcastle-up-

on-Tyne, but I am of opinion that Presby-
terian educational institutes ought to prove
successful in these towns too.

If the Presbyterian Church was fully

equipped for a thorough Home Mission

tioned—in some, exhorters, who were capa-

ble of giving addresses to the people ; and
in others, where no better could be ob-

tained, readers, whose duty it was simply
to read the Scriptures to the people. By
means of this instrumentality, the prin-

ciples of the Eeformation, and the truths

of the Grospel, were disseminated through-

out Scotland in the course of a few^ years.

If the Churches were to adopt some-
thing of a simlar plan, they would cal

work, it would have an evangelist attached
|

into existence a powerful agency to assist

to every Presbytery at least to superintend
I
in evangelising the masses of England. The

and foster the preaching stations within its
I

"Quarterly Beview" stated twelve months
bounds, and look out localities suitible to ' ago, "That not only in the poorest class

commence new ones. This is too much
for our Church to undertake at present.

But could not the Presbytery of London
pav and find employment for an Evan-
gelist in the towns within its bounds, and
the Presbytery of Lancashire pay and find

employment for another? While the evan-
gelist ought to be an ordained minister,

may efficient agents be found for the

evangelisation of the lowest and most de-

graded, but that this agency may be or-

ganised under due superintendence, on the

most extensiye scale." In the " Messenger"
for May, 1854, there is an article, taken

from the " News of the Churches," occa-

sioned by a letter written by Angell James,
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of Birmingliaiu, pleading for a " Ministry hamlet, a Presbyterian minister was or-

for tlie Masses." The writer says,—" The
;
dainecl in. the other. Several unfortunate

i)iquiry which Mr. James has raised is
|

events haj^pened wliich affected the finan-

this, whether there bo any means of secur- 1
cial prospects of the congregation, and

ing for the service of the Christian Church the minister left his charge, after a diligent

—without prejudice to the character of the ' ministry of two years. The congregation
'ministry generally, as a body of learning

,

has lived through many trial?, and has iiad

and education—a considerable number of several probationers, who, after labouring
plain, but earnest men, of devoted piety among them for longer or shorter periods,

and natiu'al eloquence, familiar with the have left for one reason or otlier. A few
:niasses, and knov»ing how to deal with months ago, it seemed as if this small

iliem, to be employed among them in evan-
;

Presbyterian place of worship must be
igeiistic labours, with the view of gaining sliut up altogether, as the congregation did
^hem over to Christ." The Heformed not know where to obtain a supply for

<iJhurch of Scotland devised, and success- their pulpit. V/hat a cause of joy to the
^Uy carried out such a plaa three hun- two denominations that would then have
^Ired years ago. been, if left in possession of the district.

^ I can point you to two examples of suc-h (This district is a kind of quod sacra

^5a ministry now sucessfully working in two ,
parish, as they would say in Scotland,

f hamlets adjoining Birmingham. In the
:

occupied by the three P's,—Puseyites,

/ one hamlet there is a small Independent
;

Papists, and Presbyterians.) A young
Chapel, which has been in existence for

[

man, formerly a Sabbath-scholar in tlie

nearly forty years. Several years ago tlie '. school of this congregation, but who
minister left it, and tlie congregation gradu- now had been in the habit of preaching
ally dwindled away, until, at the prayer- I for the Methodists and other denomina-
meetings, held in place of services, on the tions, was asked to come and preach for

Sabbath forenoons and evenings, three or this Presbyterian congregation at this crisis

four worshippers often were all that were \
in its history. His preaching gave satis-

present. There was no Jiope of getting a : faction : he lias been preaching there for

minister settled where there was no con- four months, and has awakened an interest

gregation. The remnant that attended the in religious mailers in that district. The
prayer-jneetings and coliducted the Sab- small place of worsliip is now v»'cll at-

bath-school, heard of the young man who tended, and in iiic evenings it is crowded to

acted as secretary to tlie Young Men's inconvenie}ice. A great improvement has
Christian Association. lie had received

j

also taken place in the attendance at the
no special training for the ministry, but prayer-meetings. Tlie instrument in this

from his connection with the association "work of God is a young man who has
he hud acquired some experience in public never been ai college. Ought not the
speaking. He came one Sabbath to ad-

i

Church to give him, and others like him,
dress this feeble flock, which numbered on '• some kind of recognition, so that the work
tliat occasion fifteen adults and fifteen ' of God may be carried on in connection
children. He liad never preached a ser- :

with the Pretbyterian Ciuu'ch in small con-
mou before. His sermon gave satisfaction, ' gregations in rural districts, or in populous
and he was asked to preach again. This j

localities Vihere the people have not learned
happened about six years ago. He has

j

to frequent the house of God on Sab-

ministered to that congregation ever since. ' baths? I trust that the suggestion thrown
It now numbers between three and foia' i

out in tlie letter of the "Member cf the
iunidrcd. Tiiere are flourishing Sabbath- ^'^uglish Presbyterian Cimrch," in the " Mes-
schools connected with it. The chapel lias senger " for this month, will receive the
recently had a grdlcry erected in it. xV '-sanest consideration of tiie Home Mission
boys' school, a girls' scliool, and a vestry,

|

Committee, and of the Church generally,

have also lately been built adjoining the j I am, yoars respectfully,
chapel. The money for all these lias been '

Ptebs.
paid. As there is the prv>i5pcct of a further

i

enlargement of the chapel being soon nc- ;

cessary, several friends have advanced
money suflucicnt to purchase a portion of LAY PKKACH1]S*G.
the knd adjoining. All the (rainhig that

'

this young nlan got to flt him for preaching '
'i'^'i^^'^^^i'^^oi-oft^ieEnulish Presbyterian Masaa^r.

the Gospel was acquired in connection i Sir,—Tlierc are two letters i)i

with the Birnungham Young Men's Chris- month's magazine, following each oilier,
tiun Association. aud on kindred subjects, and of tlic senti-
About the same time that tliis untrained ments of both I cordially approve. There

young man went to preach 'v, the one ' can be no harm in speaking of them as one

21
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.

they both advocate Avhat is called lay-
j
are in some cases men whose forwardness

preaching. I have no doubt whatever that has enabled them to get into the front

this practice will be more and more largely ! ranks. And hence arise sometimes cases

introduced into all Evangelical chiu'ches,

and that the churches that use it to the

greatest extent will be most rapidlv ex-

which supply agreeable gossip to the sneer-

ing world. The greatest care and prudence
would be found insufficient to prevent alto-

tended, and most liberally blessed. We
|

getlier such abuses, but some wholesome
are continually hearing of the largeness of

the harvest, and the lack of labourers,

and yet, as we work out our system,

it is impossible that the matter can be
mended in the present generation. There
are not in 2^i'e2mration one-tenth of the

labourers that are wanted at the present

moment. It is true that the great centres

of population are being taken up one by one,

but the rural districts that feed tlie cities

are left uncared for, almost as much as if

they were in a foreign land.

Methodism is referred to in one of the

letters ; and how does Methodism treat the

rural districts ? ^lethodism does not wait

till a considerable number of Christian

mec, by some rare accident, happen to be

set down in one place, and without any
outward moving cause meet together and
resolve to erect a congregation, sufficient in

numbers, and liberal enough in heart, to

support tl;e regular ministrations of the

Gospel. Methodism does not wait till a

formal application has been made for a

preacher, accompanied with promises of all

due support.

On the contrary, Methodism looks round
on the field of labour, and wherever it is

thought that a few people can be got to-

gether to listen to the Gospel a preacher is

sent to enter upon the work. Another and
another is sent, and all work for the com-
mon cause ; the little company grows, still I

supplied by local preachers—unpaid men.
After a time, one of their regular ministers I

preaches on a week-day evening, and stirs

up the little company. A liking for the

more mature teachings of the regular mi-
nistry gradually gains ground, and as one
after another of the little flock visits the

neighbom-ing town, the chief attraction

there is still the large Methodist chapel,

and the preacher whom they once heard,

or one whose name only has travelled to

them.

check at the outset might do much in that

du-ection. Aniong ourselves, our Presby-
terian machinery would be found very use-

fu.1 here. Let preaching be confined—so

far as it is authorized—to elders and dea-

cons. These being ordained cannot pro-

perly be called laymen, and the calling of

such men to hold office in the Church is

itself a proof that they were thought
worthy of the office to which they were
ordained. Further, they would be in every

case under the immediate eye of their breth-

ren in the Session, and they might be em-
powered to forbid them, after a fair trial, if

they were found wanting in character or

ability.

If ever the Synod takes up this subject,

and probably they may have it forced upon
their attention at some future time, it is

not unlikely that some formal license, for

a limited period, and renewed from time
to time, or withheld, as the case may be,

might be deemed advisable.

But in whatever way the subject may
be treated by our Synod, there is evidently

a growing tendency in that direction, and
not without reason, when we look round
upon tlie growing irreligion of the great

mass of the people, and the efforts made by
the restless agents of false systems of reli-

gion to gain over the thoughtless, the wa-
vering, and the unwary.

An Eldee.

MISSIO^^ARY DISASTERS IN
NEW HEBRIDES.

THE

To tlic Editor of the Enalish Presbyterian Messenger.

Tiverton, Devon, Sep. 2itli, 1861.

Mt Deae Sie,—By the last mail from
very

I

America, very sad tidings were received

1 regarding some of the mission stations

i in the South Seas. Since the murder of
Thus are they prepared, when that por-

j
the Apostolic Williams at Erromanga, no

tion of the country flows mto the town, to

make it their futru'e home ; thus are they
prepared to be at once members of the town
congregation, and joyfully set themselves
down to enjoy their privileges.

In much of this, if not all, we might
very profii ably copy afterMethodism ; but in

some things we wovdd not and ought
not to copy Methodism in this matter.

Lay - preachers, among the Methodists,
though most of them excellent men,
and the means of efl'ecting much good,

more distressing calamity has happened
to the Church of God in that region. A
violent hurricane, a pestilence, and man's
cruelty, have all combined to cast down
the hedges and waste the borders of the

vineyard.

The Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces of North America has had an
interesting mission established for several

years among the natives of the New
Hebrides. It seems but as yesterday

since I took part in the large meeting
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assembled at Halifax to bid farewell to
I
institution is in ruins ; and the mission

Mr. Johnston, the last missionary who
j

dwelling-house, with its contents, has been

went out to join the devoted band that ' greatly injured. Mr. Copeland says :
—" A

had gone before him from IS'ova Scotia. ' post or two was the only indication of the

He was a young man, full of life and of
j

spot where once had been a gate; the

zeal for the glory of Jesus in the salvation
:

Nalazgor and part of the house taken into

of souls ; but very few days have been the bush ; the lime-trees all rooted up,

allotted to him in the Church below. It
|
the oranges here, there, and every-

has pleased Grod to send sickness on the
;

where ; the premises all levelled over

islands of Zana, Aneiteum, and EiTomanga. i with sand ; the paths obliterated ; the

Many of the natives have perished, and house of Xup Isjasis thrown down ; those

Mr. Johnston has fallen too, leaving his of Joano, Peter, and the one in which my
young widow, as well as the Churcli, to i windows were, no more to be seen. Begin-

mourn his early loss. : iug at iNamsinjop, the sea and wind to-

The form of sickness wliich has getlier have destroyed all the shore school-

wasted the population of these islands is
j

houses as far as Isjasis ; and some of those

measles. Although this complaint is not
]
inland have suffered from the wind. Much

considered very fatal among us, it has, ' food has been destro^-ed ; and the people

fvom various causes, assumed a pestilential
j

sav there will be a scarcity of bread-fruit

character among the people of the Xew
i next year."

Hebrides. At Aneiteum, the disease was
j

Death, pestilence, and tempest had now,
brought by two sandal-wood vessels to ; in the course of a few weeks, swept over
the opposite shores of the island at the

j

the K'ew Hebrides Mission ; but there was
same time. The natives were entirely I more calamity in store. A sharp and
ignorant of its nature, and knew not how

j

sudden blow was yet to be given to the

to treat it ; and as they have no contagious
j

enfeebled baud. Truly, in the midst of

disorders of their own, they were unaware
]

these accumulated distresses there is

of the danger tliey ran by too close contact
\
much need to look up and remember

with the disease. As soon as Messrs. Geddie I the right hand of the Most High,
and Copeland, the missionaries, her.rd that

j

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
the contagion had been received by some right ?

of the natives, they adopted measures' The island ofErromanga had been visited

to prevent its spread. " But it was too
|
u-ith the same sickness as that which had

late (I quote Mr. Copeland's words) ; I wasted Zana and Aneiteum. The mission

the seed had been sown, but we have not party there, who ventured to live among
yet seen all its bitter fruits. Here no one

;

the murderers of Williams, consisted of

had had the disease
;

all, young and old,
j

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon. They left Halifax,

were liable, and seemed to take it. The
j

N.S., some time ago, to enter on this

consequence has been that many have
i
field, and there they have fallen ; both

no one to attend to them ; and that some ' of them victims to the murderous rage of

have suffered, nay, died, from want. A
j

the heathen. Mr. Gordon was a most
native, when laid aside by sickness, can

|
devoted and fearless servant of tlie Lord

no more dispense with an attendaiit than
;

Jesus. At Halifax, while acting as a city

we can. His drink is in the well, his food ' missionary, his zeal for the Master de-

in the plantation or on the tree, and his ' voured him. And in the far off islands

fuel in the bush. I was told that in one is-
;
of the Southern Seas, he laboured with the

land, with a population of forty, only three same self-denial. The first martyr of the

had strength to bury one of their number. Christian Cliurch died while imploring for-

Another, and more painful pecidiarity is giveness for his murderers ; and these first

this, that in many cases it has been fol- '. martyrs of tlie ]S'ova Scotia Mission were
lowed by dysentery." ' treacherously slain when in the very

Sickness had been raging in Aneiteum for act of doing kindness to the men " who
three months, when it was visited by a killed them.
fearful hurricane. As I am writing in i

I cannot dwell any longer on these sad
much haste to save a post, in hope that and overpowei'ing calamities. Doubtless,
this communication may yet be in time many a Christian heart in this land will beat

for the " Messenger," I will not go into in sympathy with our afflicted brethren
details. The wind tore up portions of the in Xova Scotia, and their sorely tried

roofs of the mission premises, and the mission in the Southern Seas. We can
rain descending in torrents poured within, help them with our prayers

;
perhaps

A wild sea, bursting its ordinary bounds, some of the wealthy friends of missions
swept over the devoted buildings, huddling may be inclined to aid also with the silver

together outhouses, fences, gates, bananas, and gold which are the Lord's,
all, in inextricable confusion. Mr. Geddie's In such circumstances as the foregoing,
church has been almost destroyed ; the how pleasant to know that the Lord
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veigneth, and tliat he is head over all
j

the fresh tokens of blessing attendant on
things to the" Church. May He use these

| their labours :

distresses to call forth the generous youth
j

of Nova Scotia into tlic field of rai:;sions,
j

"Chaag-chew, July l7Lh, 186:.

which he has opened and so signally! "My dear Me. Baeboue,—lamhered,
blessed amid the islands of tl:e South.

j a visit of three or four days, between tw
I remain, trulyjyoars, Sabbaths spent at Bay-pay and Fechuia. j

Joii>" Hi'NTEE.
1 believe I have not been here since the tini'

: in early spring, when Dr. Carnegie w,

}
with rne. The cause of my present vi;

was the interesting state of a work begi;

by the Chioh-bey Chm-ch, and the evay
LADY HUNTINGDON'S HYMN.
To (he late William Robinson of Canthr.i'doe. gelists of the river Gospel-boat. Sevcf

c,„ T „ e -A ^ r .1 iprcvions attempts had seemed to bear f
Sir,—I was afraid vour volmno of the

i

. .if ^.i , i n i ^
• f *v -b -D u ^ -n V truit, or at least none that seemed likely

s

!w "Memoir of the Rev. Robert Room- i • ' t, ^ , ^ , ^, A
would have shaken the autiiorship of!

ripen. But about two months ago, a wiu^-

1 _ <t n *u T- * f 1
woman, a member of one of the ehurebes^^

the hvnin, "Come thou Fount of every . i n x- ^
,1 r, 1 . , , w Amov, oUered tlie use. tor a very snT
blessing, but you have produced testimouy

,

• '- . ' . . . y
to the claim for the Countess, and I beg
vou to weigh the foliowina: evidence. . ^ -u y ^ \ i t
'

1 T? A ^ y
• \ took it lor a temporary cliapeh I

1. Robinson does not claim any liynms
|

- -
-t^

in his letter of Dec. 3, 17u6, but those con- I

tained in the tract printed by George Y.'hite-
j

ileld, and yet this hymn had been published
|

by Mad.'inin his collection in 1760, six years :

before. Surely Robinson v. ould have claimed
i

it had it been his ? And yet you say that

!

*'ithasbeen rightly ascribed to Ivlr. R ."
:

2. Robinson could not say in his letter i

of 1766, "My v.orks consist of two hymns,
which Mr. V/hitefield printed; besides these

j

T have printed nothing,"' -vvh^u we Iiave the
:

Tract before iis containing eleven hymns,
j

The word tv. o v/as either not written in the i , -i i 'i-, ^ l-i ' l
. . , , ^, , , ' been so ndaied witti stones, that it IS to

01 isrmal letter, or the two has been added i i , ,1 i + ai.° .1/^1. 1 -., 1 , T-r : a wonder now they stick togetheiv
since, or as the Lhurcn ijcok has :t, II. 1 , n. i- • i^ii ^ ^ 1

„ ',xr, ^ ^1 1 1, ,
I

Alter mentioning some oi the steps takei
o. Wlioever wrote the Church Book, it is 1 , 1 , • ^ rfu a A,
., , ,1 . fi 1 f i-zro- • \. I

to obtain redress for the damages thus BUS
quite clear tp.at the date 1 < 58 :s incorrect, as

j ^^jj^g.;!
Madan's collection was not pixblished till i

^'
*

17C0; Gifiord's, 1766 : anJ no work of the! , ^
Westleys ever containtd the hymn. And if

j

^'"^ Candidates foi' Bajptism.

Robinson had written this Church Book, he
I

^j^^j^time," lie says, "we have had

i

good opportunities of preacliing at the little
^•'^^

' chapel; the people in general qaiet and
i attentive. And this afternoon I have held

rent, of a very smail house within the wai,

of Chang-chew. The Chioh-bey cliurch

is the

same iiouse in which Mr. Burns had stayed

a few days (two or three years ago) when
he was warned away by the mandarins.
That was shortly before his first visit to

Fuh-chau, AVcll, that same house is now-

rented by the Chioh-bey church. Soon after

it was opened, several persons became in-

terested, and, as usual, oy^position began.

The house has been several times assaulted

by ruffians from the neighbouring streets,

the scanty im'niture broken, tlie roof, doo?,

and window (of wooden boai'ds)—very

rickety, all of them, from the first—have
me

Douglas goes on to sj oak of

R was among the Methodists

proving that it v,as compiled by some other

person.

4. The eleven hymns compostd by Robin-
son are not wortliy to be placed by the side

of the fine hymn of the Countess's, and any
judge of poetry would decide that they were
the productions of diflerent a .ithor?.

Yours truly,

DA^•IEL sSsr/Gvs-rcK.

Sim Street, City.

CHINA.

a meeting for the examination of candidate'*

for baptism. We met in the boat for the

greater quiet. 2sine men came forward,

not including any one who had seemed to

be interested in connection witli former

evangelistic cfrbrts. Three of these nine

;

appear to be but slightly interested, bat

i five or six seem quite decided. There is

j

also the wife of cue of them, said to be

i
more decided than her husband ; but of

I

course she could not come down to the
' boat to be examined. Some of the men

The following letier—which Las reached I had been down to CViioli-bey last communion

us too late for insertion in the proper place— i

Sabbath, and two or three had been ex-

Mr. Douo-bT?- .riirl will i

smiucd : but this is the first examination
is just received from Mr. Douglas, and will

j
^

•

| j

be read with interest, as it speaks of the 1

^

new fields of usefulness whicl are openms

as been held at the city of Chang-

chew. By a singular coincidence, this day

complctes'thc sixth year of my residence in

up before our missionaries in Cliina, and of' An^.oy and its neighbourhood
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"The place of meeting is -quite too small,

and very inconvenient. The assistants are

trying to fmci some way either of enlarging

it, by obtaining an adjoining house, or

removing to more suitable premises ; but
the people of Chang-ch.ew are still very

•;nuch afraid to let or sell a house to

foreigners or native Christians. ATe look

^

earnestly to see whether God in hin prc-

videnco will permit any of the missionaries

Jijf Arnoy to enter in and labour in this

Icitr.

y« " Last Sabbath I and Mr. Sv^-anson vrere

m' Bay-pay, ordaining one elder and one
eacon, so making up the ofRce-bcarers

w here to tl-e number of tvro elders and three

m.cocons."
CO

Mr. Douglas then gives the following

Shetcn offour yative Christians.

••The Sabbath previous (7th July) we
w?re together at Anhai, when four persons
were baptized. I believe he is writing

horne about both of these visits, but I add
a few remarks about the four new members
at Aiihai, which may, perhaps, be new.
'I'ho zmited ages of the four make 245 i

year

"One of these old i;jen lad heard the

0 ospel at our first visit to Anhai four years
^

ago. He always afllrnis that from that

;

time he had given up idolatry and con-

;

stantly prayed to the true G-od ; but for a

Ions time he had showed much of a self-

righteous spirit, and had been very much
[

displeased to see comi'jany after company i

baptizied, while he,' who had worshipped '

God longer than any one of them, was
delayed. As is very often the ease, there

j

was combined with that self-righteous spirit
j

a considerable laxity about the keeping of

G-od's commands, especially as to the Sab-

bath. But for some months past he has

become decidedly convinced of sin, and
j

seeming to be truly taught of God, he was
I'eoeivi^d among the disciples. I

" Another is a very remarkable character, !

of the surname Gan, the name which we :

use, as the nearest approximation we can
j

find, to designate Mr. Grant. He is the'

only one of that surname who has been
\

received in any of our station^. The clan
j

is a very powerful and turbulent one at i

Anhai, often having fights with other clans
j

in the very streets of the town. Many of'

the worst rioters in the affair of last year
were of that surname. Our friend is a very
tall and well-formed man, and in his 3-outh

he was quite a leader in such feuds, and in

the course of them he lost both his e^es, so

that the eyeless sockets alone remain
;
yet

we trust he has now better sight than many
j

who say, ' we see.' He holds tlie position
'

of ' head of the beggars ' in one of the wards
! of Anhai. That does not mean that he either

! is or over was a beggar. It is a curious

[
institution of the country, one person being

}

appointed in each ward to take tlie over-

sight of the beggars. A regular rate is col-

lected from the shops, and dues are also

paid by the inhabitants on such occasions

as birtlis, deaths, and m.arriages. These
moneys are regularly distributed to the
beggars by their 'head,' excepting a pro-

; portion, which is reserved as his salary.

When the situation becomes vacant, it is

sold by the mandarins, a? all situations are.

Before his conversion, this old man had
been in the hab't of lending money on very
heavy usury. This he has now given up,
and has remitted debts that were due to

him on that score, to the amount of three
hundred dollar?. He had also been an
opium smoker, and was delayed a month or
two longer, till the evidence was fo^^nd of

complete reform. His influence among the
beggars has been found useful for the exter-

nal quiet of the church, and the good report

of his reformation from usury and opium is

widely spread in the place, to the honour
of the name of Jesus. These two live in

the town of Anhai, the two following in

the villages.

" Lim Pau lives in a small village about
three miles distant. He was counted one
of the head men, or 'village elders,' and
was much employed as an arbiter in dis-

putes. But since the woi'd of the Lord
came to him in power, his neighbours do
not care so to employ him. He had also

been an opium smoker, but not nearly so
deep in the habit as the last mentioned
brother.

" The fourth is a woman living in a vil-

lage two miles from the chapel, far away
from any Christians. She has a daughter
and son-in-law in another village, who arc

candidates. She also asked ira to seek for

two of her sons who are living in Chang-
chew and Kolongeu respectively, to tell

them of their motlier's baptism, and seek

to lead them to follow her faith. We have
not been able to find the one in Chang-
chew, but the same day that we came down
from Anhai, the son who lives in Kolongeu
came to our house to evening worship
without being called, and three people from
the Anliai region came with him. I hear
ttmt they continued to com.e several succes-

sive evenings, so we may hope that the
mother's prayers will be answered.

" May the Lord give grace to yoii and to

all friends at home to sustain us by your
works and prayers.

" Believe mc,
" Ever yours,

"Caestairs DoiraLAS."
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Baptism: its Subjects, Mode, and J'a^we.
j
basis for the practice of Infant Baptism."

—

By the Rev. D. Meiklejohn, Liverpool, p. 20.

Glasgow : Thomas Smith
Street. 1861.

This little treatise, from the pen of a

young minister of our Church, is not one
of those ephemeral and superfluous essays

in authorship with which, in these days,

we are unpleasantly familiar ; and in the

case of which we are always tempted to

address to the writer the very ancient
inquiry, "Wherefore shouldst thou run,

seeing thou hast no tidings ? " Many an
Ahimaaz rushes into print without waiting

to have something to say. In the course of

his evangelistic labours amidst the neglected
and destitute population of one of our great

cities, labours which we are happy to know
have borne manifest fruit, Mr, Meiklejohn
has come into contact with that class of
awakened and inquiring minds which, under
the novel pressure of religious conviction, or

in the first fervid impulses of faith and
self-consecration, are liable to have their

views unsettled and perplexed on the sub-

ject of Baptism. It is to this class, as

standing in special need of solid and
judicious instruction concerning the initia-

tory ordinance of the Gospel, that the

author mainly addresses himself; but his

work will be perused with interest and
profit by the members of the Church at

large, and especially by the heads of Chris-

tian households. It will be found to em-
body a terse and forcible resume of the

Scriptural evidence of infant baptism, as

well as a lucid and convincing demonstra-
tion of the grand spiritual principles that

lie at the root of the question. Well does

the author remark, after having cleared

his way by cogent reasoning to the con-

clusion :

—

" The state of the question is, not that

we are lorong in administering baptism to

infants unless loe can find an instance of
Infant Baptism in the New Testament,

but that you are wrong in neglecting it

unless you can find a prohibition of it"—
p. 15.

The force and bearing of the argument

from Old Testament analogy is thus con-

cisely summed up :

—

" One single, solitary instance of an

infant receiving, by God's appointment,

a church rite on the ground of his parents'

faith— a rite which is a sign and seal of

the righteousness of faith—would serve to

all time coming as a triumphant vindi-

cation of the principle, and a complete

52, Argyle
{. What Mr. M. says as to the tendency oIn?

those who hold the opposite view to exalt s

the mode of administration into undu^ie
importance deserves to be seriously pouye
dered. We have been struck with a ein^,!-

gular confirmation of the truth of hi|^>r

remarks, in a letter from a Baptist miseif

sionary in Burmah, which had first ap--d

peared in one of the leading religious^r

periodicals. The writer speaks of having;!-

been permitted, four Sabbaths in succession,
^

" to visit the beautiful waters of the large i

royal tank, to bury in baptism joyful con-

verts;" of one of his brethren "leading

down into the liquid grave," fourteen per-

sons at one time. If the baptisms of

apostolic times had been recorded in this

strain in the Acts, there would have been
an end of all strife long ago. Is there

not in this elevation of Scriptural imagery
into dogmatic teaching something that

reminds us of the mystical and over-

strained phraseology that has come to be

associated with another ordinance of the

Gospel by the advocates of the high sacra-

mental theory ? Is there not an approach

to the same spirit of ritualism in this

materialising interpretation of a symbolic

phrase ?

We cordially recommend Mr. Meikle-

john's work as a well-timed and useful

contribution to our religious literature.

At the same time, we cannot conclude our

brief notice without remarking a certain

controversial asperity and over-confidence

of tone in his allusions to opponents'

faults, into which a young author is apt

to be betrayed. We hope that when an

opportunity of revising the book occurs,

expressions of this kind, which we fear

can only have the eflfect of impairing its

chance of usefulness, will be carefully

weeded out. The ointment will be im-

proved in fragrance and virtue by the re-

moval of some flies that have found their

way into it.

The BlacTcwell Prize JEssayfor 1860. On
the Causes that have retarded the Pro-

gress of the Reformation. By the Rer.

William Mackeat, A.M. London :

E. Marlborough & Co. Edinburgh:

Blackwood & Sons.

We have to express regret at an unin-

tentional omission, in not having noticed

this very valuable essay at an earlier period.

It is the second of the Blackwell Prize
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Essays which has been awarded to Mr.
Mackray, and the production is most de-

serving of the high honour which has thus

een bestowed upon it.

, The Essay is divided into two parts,

hamely,—The causes of a general kind

'hich had a tendency to retard the pro-

cess of the Eeformation
;
and, secondly,

auses of a special nature—some of them
ertaining to the movements of the Pa-
acy, and others, attributable to Protestants

jemseives.

; Under the head of " Papal Extension,"

le have the following instructive passage,

—

V* The Eeformation, though undoubtedly
'ie greatest, was not the first great crisis

^hich the Clnirch had encountered. Be-
("ides earlier ones of inauspicious memory,
iier annals recorded the fearful perils of the

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, when,
through a most portentous schism, and
under the claims and denunciations of rival

popes, the Church's boasted infalHbility

became a byeword, and her very existence

seemed to be at stake. How were tliese

perils met and overcome? Doubtless, in

some quarters, by no mild and gracious

means—but in others by new missions and
new missionary orders. We say new mis-

sions ; for it is the fact, and it cannot be

too well known, or too deeply pondered by
the Protestant Churches, that Rome was
the Missionary Church long before the

Reformation. In the sixth century her
missionary zeal penetrated England ; and
to Augustine, the monk, first Bishop of
Canterbury, and through him to the oc-

cupant of St. Peter's chau" at Rome, do the
Papalisers of Oxford trace up their orders

and observances at this day. In the eighth
centui'y the same zeal made Germany its

debtor by the mission of Boniface, honoured
downwards from his own age in the memory
of the grateful people, as 'The Apostle of
the Germans.'

"

Thus did Rome meet and overcome her
perils of the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. She laid hold of, and conse-

crated to her service the remarkable and
talented men who placed themselves before
her. Francis, for example, laid his claim
for an ecclesiastical order at the feet of the
pontiffs

;
and, when the cardinals hesi-

tated— deeming the existmg fraternities

numerous enough— Innocent opportunely
dreamed that he saw " a palm-tree growing
up at his feet," and forthwith sanctioned
an order which, ere ten years had elapsed,
numbered five thousand member?, having
authority to preach at large, and without
licence from the bishop of the diocese.

Benitus, of Florence, too, appeared, and
having obtained the pontifical sanction to
the order of " The Servants of God," gave
it organisation and iatense energy, travel-

ling with many of his brethren throughout
almost all Europe and a great part of Asia,
" composing quarrels," it is said ;

" re-

conciling multitudes to the obedience of

the Holy See
;

leaving nothing unat-
tempted in his desire for the salvation of
men

;
bringing even the worst men from

the revelry of their vices to penitence and
the love of Jesus Christ."* Dominic, in

fine, owed the existence and renown of

his name and order to the circumstances
and events of those critical times. Five
years posterior to the consecration of St.

Francis, he devoted himself to the Roman
See

;
and, in opposition to the cardinals,

and on the ground of another dream^ in

whicli Innocent beheld the Lutheran
Church falling, and Dominic stepping in

to support it with his shoulders, he too

was set apart as chief of one of the great

missionary communities of the Papal
Church. We associate these orders, some
of them at least, in our minds only with
what is dark, malignant, and atrocious in

religious fanaticism; but we do them
wrong. There wet'e such spirits among
them ; but Rome can employ the best

means as well as the worjt. Xay, we will

do her the justice to say, that when slie

has them in her power, she wUl prefer

the best. Tincent Feri'ier, the Dommican,
was, in this pomt of view, the ornament
of the fourteenth centuiy ; and yet he
was only one of a number of gilted and
energetic men of the orders to which we
have been referring, who, for powerful,
effective, and really useful preaching, were
the Wesleys and Whitfields of the age in

wliich they lived.

In tlie very same way did Rome meet
the crisis of the sixteenth century. Thus,
instructed in her own history, did she
equip herself to repair the disasters in-

fiicted upon her by the Reformation. The
Papal Court itselfbecame, as it were, a body of
new men. The easy, effeminated elegancies

of Leo gave place to the gravities and
solemn earnestness of minds engrossed
with one great ruling idea and purpose

—

the subjugation of the world to the Roman
See. Institutions previously existing,

liaving for their object the defence and
propagation of the faith, were remodelled
and infused witli new life and vigour,

and communities, having the purpose of

more extended and formidable operations,

were planned and organised. Among
these, om* present subject leads us to the
order of the Jesuits, and to that order
particularly in its missionaiy character. It

is a remarkable fact, that just at the time
when disaster had come over the cause of

Rome in the Old World, she was busi.d
sending forth her apostles to make aggres-

* Eoman Breviary
;
Philip Benitus.—Aug. 23rd.
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sions on tho Ifew. Instead of waiting till

she could concentrate her forces u^dou

Europe, to retricTe her losses there, she
sot on foot new and daring enterprises

in foreign regions
;

doubting not t])at, by
the triumphs of the ii^itli abroad, she should
soon reconquer the territories that had
been wrested from her at home. The
idea was a noble one ; and worthy of a

higher and holier cause. Luther died in

1546
;

and, five years before that time,

the renowned missionary leader of the
Jesuits* had gone to India, and com-
menced those Eastern Missions which
gave the Cliureh an empire in Asia more ex-

tensive by far than that which she had lost in

Europe. The whole missionary life of this

wonderful rnan extended to only ten years

and a half ; but during that time he gained
many thousands of converts in the conti-

nent of India, and visited, more than once,

the island of Ceylon, the peninsula of

Malacca, ond the islands of the Indian
Archipelogo. lie was the first Christian mis-

sionary tliat landed on the island of Japan.
His labours there were continued during

two years and a half, till his death at the age

of forty-six ; and fifty years after that

period, the mission he had founded com-

* Xavier.

j

prehended 250 churches, 3 seminaries, and
I 400,000 converts. But Ave cannot dwell

I

on details. Suffice it to say, in the vv-ords

of our greatest modem historian—now,
alas ! with us no more :

—" The Jesuit "mis-
sionaries invaded all the countries which
the great maritime discoveries of the pre-
ceding age had laid open to European
enterprise. They are to be found in rlie

depths of the Peruvian mines, at the marts
of the African slave- caravans, on the
shores of tiie Spice islands, and in the
observatories of China, They made con-
verts in regions where neither avarice near

curiosity had tempted any of th^ir

countrymen to enter, and preached ai\.d

disputed in tongues of which no oth4r
native of the West understood a word.'''f

We need not say how desirable it is that

such a work as this should meet with a

wide circulation.

Old Jonathan for the present month is

excellent. The noble woodcut, which
adorns its first page, represents the
journeyman-baker at his useful but labor-

ious toil. Is o better or " cheaper

"

pennyworth can be had, of its kind, than,

this.

t Macaulaj.

THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE.

Tjie Winter Session of tho Theo-

logical College of the Presbyterian

Church, in England will ho opened

(d.v.) on Tuesday, the 8th of October,

at Six o'clock p.m., when the opening

lecture will be delivered by the Eev.

Dr. McCrie. The lecture will be of

a popular character, and all friends

are inTited to attend.

The course at this College em-

1

braces six sessions of four months

!

eL-eh, extending to three years. The
!

terms on which bursaries and scliolar-

ships are awarded may be learnt on
application to the Professors, at the

College, 29, Queen Square, Blooms-
bury, London, W.C. ; or to Archibald

J. Eitchie, Esq., Treasurer and Secre-

tary, 26, Poultry, London, E.C.

COLLECTIONS AND DONATIONS.

FOEEIGN MISSIONS.

Etal SiiLbath School
Lowick (coUeetion) .

Bisle}' (colleetion) .

Do. (association) ,

Collections :

—

Dudley
Warrington ....
Michael Church, Herefordshire

. m Id

. 1 9
£0 14 9
0 6 0

1 0

. 5

. 2 17

. 0 IG

James E. Mathiesow,

77, Lombard Street, JE.C, Joint Treasurer.

London, 20th Sept., 1861.

PRESBYTEKT OF NEWCASTLK.

A pro re nata meeting of this Presbytery
was held in the John Knox Church, New-
castle, on the 19th ult., to consider and di;<-

pose of an application from Laygate congr ?-

gation-for the moderation in'a call. Pre-



PKESBTTERIiRS PROCEEDINGS. 325

sent—Kevds. P. L. Miller, J. Brown, and
;

J. Reid, ministers ; with Messrs. J. Heddle i

and Geo. Sisson, elders. '

Mr. Brown was elected moderator pro
i^m.y and the meeting was duly constituted.

The circular callinf^ the meeting was read,

the moderator's conduct approved, and the

jneeting sustained.

There was laid on the table and read an

"xtract minute of the Laygate Session,

'

to the effect that a congregational meeting

Ivad been held, that the congregation was

found ripe for a call, and praying the Pres- :

% tery to grant moderation on an early day.
|

^r. John Heddle for the Session, and Mi".
{

'jihomas McGregor for the congregation, i

were heard in support of the application. It
,

Avas agreed nnaniniously to grant moderation
,

las craved, to meet for this purpose in the I

' church at Laygate, on the 5th September, at
|

seven p.m., Mr. Brown to preach and pre-

side, and the edict to this cfTect was appointed

to be read from the pulpit of Laygate church,

on Sabbaths the 25th August and 1st Sep-

tember, in terms of the trust deed.

The meeting was closed with prayer.
j

Laygate church, 5th September, 1S61,
\

which time and place the Presbytery met
according to adjournment, and was duly

j

constituted by the Rev. J. Brown, moderator !

pro tern. Present—l&he Rev. J. Brown,
j

moderator joro tern., Messrs. Bh.ck and Reid,
j

ministers, with Messrs. J. Heddle and J. i

Robson, elders. The minute of last meeting I

was read and approved. The edict was
j

returned duly served and attested. It was
j

then moved and agreed that the moderation
j

in a call to fill up the vacancy in this Church
j

do now proceed, whereupon Mr. Brown, i

according to appointment, conducted public
j

'xcrship, and at tne close, having intimated •

that the Presbytery were now prepared to

moderate in a call, it was moved by Mr.
Alexander Bain, and seconded by Mr.
Tb.omas McGregor, that the Rev. Sylvi'ster

M. McLelland, a licentiate of the Free
Church of Scotland, be called to be pastor

of Laygate congregation.' No other candi-

date having been proposed, Mr. McLelland
was declared duly elected. The call was
tiien read, and having been signed, in pre-

sence of the court, by sixty-one members
and si.x adherents, was attested by the mode-
rator, and left in the hands of the Session

for additional signatures.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

The Presbytery met for ordinary business

iu the John Knox Church, Newcastle, on
j

the 10th September, and, in the absence of

the moderator, was duly constituted by the

Rev. John Jeffrey.

Present—The Rev. John JefTrey, mode-
rator ;>ro /em., Messrs. Miller, Brown, Mac-
kenzie, Black, Anderson, and Reid, minis-

ters, with Messrs. Dods, Heddle, Wake, and
Taylor, elders.

The minute of last ordinary meeting and
the two intervening special meetings having

been read, were sustained.

Reasons of absence from Mr. Farquhar-
son and Colonel Barnes v/ere given in and
sustained.

Mr. Miller then moved, according to

notice, that the Presbytery alternate its

ordinary m.eetings in the various churches
within the bounds. The motion not being
seconded fell to the ground.

Mr. Anderson having reported tliat he
had, as instructed, corresponded with Mr.
Wrightson, and had a meeting with the

Session at Wavk, in regard to the interest of

the Church debt, it was remitted to the

moderator and Session to take measures for

raising the requisite sum as speedily as

possible.

The call from Laygate to the Rev. Sylves-

ter M. McLelland, signed in all by 119
members and 38 adherents, was then laid

upon the table. A commission from the

Laygate Session and congregation in favour

of Messrs. M. Cay and Alexander Bain, ap-

pointing them respectively to appear to-day

and support the call, was laid on the table

and read. An extract minute of Mr.
^IcLelland's license by the Free Presbytery

of Lockerby ^^•as also produced and read,

and he was admitted as a probationer within

the bounds. The commissioners liaving

been h.card, it was moved and agreed unani-

mously that the Presbytery sustain and con-

cur in the call, and Mr. JtfcLelland being

present, and the moderator having put the

call into his hands, he stated his acceptance

thereof, and the following subjects of trial

for ordination were prescribed to him, viz.:—
Latin exegesis, " Au mors temporalis homi-
num sit poena peccato debita et inflicta ?

"

Greek exercise, Eph. ii. 18— 22; Lecture,

Heb. vi. 4— G ;
Homily, Exod. xx. 8

;
Popu-

lar sermon, 2 Cor. viii. 9 ; Heb. examina-
tion. Judges V. ; Greek N. T. ad ap. lib. Ch.
Hist. Cents. 1, 2, and 3; Theology, the dis-

tinct personality and work of the Holy
Spirit.

These trials were appointed to be delivered

on the 22nd October next ; Mr. McLelland
to have charge of the Laygate pulpit from
this date.

There v,-as then laid upon the table and
read an extract minute of the Presbytery of

Bcrwick-on-Tweed, appointing the Rev.
Peter Thomson and Peter Valence a depu-
tation to confer with this Presbytery in re-

gard to the raising of a debt extinction and
building fund for the northern Presbyterise.

The deputies having addressed the court at

length in support of the scheme, it was
moved and agreed, that the thanks of this

Presbytery be given to the deputies for their
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excellent addresses, and that the following

be appointed a committee, carefully to ex-

amine the subject, and report to next ordi-

nary meeting, viz., Messrs. Miller, Jeffrey,

and Raid, ministers, with Messrs. Dods,

Taylor, and Wake, elders—Mr. Miller con-

vener.

The clerk gave notice that at the next

ordinary meeting he would move that in

future the Presbytery meet on ordinary

occasions at twelve instead of eleven o'clock.

It was moved and agreed, that the next

ordinary meeting be held in this place on

Tuesday, the 12th November next, at twelve

noon.

Adjourned to meet here on the 22nd
i

October next, at eleven a.m. \

The meeting was closed with prayer.

PEESBYTEBY OF BERWICK.

This Presbytery met at Bankhill Church,

Berwick-on-Tweed, on Tuesday, the Gth of

August. Present—the Rev. P. Thomson,
Moderator ; Messrs. Munro, Fraser, Terras,

Cant, Valence, Haig, and McLean, minis-

ters ; Mr. Gardner, elder.

Elders' commissions were laid on the

table, read, and sustained, from Berwick in

favour of Mr. Gardner, from Horncliffe in

favour of Mr. Paxton, from Norhara in

favour of Mr. Steele, to represent these con-

gregations respectively for the current year.

Mr. Fraser reported that the committee

appointed on the 7th of May last, to confer

with the trustees and building committee of

Ancroft Moor Church, had met, but could

not succeed in getting all the trustees to

agree to borrow the sum of £100, so that

the building of the manse might be pro-

ceeded with immediately ; that three of

them had resigned, and that their resigna-

tion had been accepted ; that the remaining

trustees and members of the building com-
mittee had agreed that the building, accord-

ing to the plan recommended by the Pres-

bytery, be proceeded with, and that the

Presbytery's consent be asked to borrow

£100 upon mortgage or lien of the said

premise^. It was moved, seconded, and

agreed to, that the Presbytery receive and
approve the report, and authorise the trustees

and building committee of Ancroft Moor
Church in terms of their request to borrow

£100.
The Presbytery, agreeably to the resolu-

tion of former meeting, resumed considera-

tion of the best means for providing a debt

extinction and building fund. When it was

moved, seconded, and agreed to as follows :

—That as it is the opinion of this Presby-

tery that it would be most desirable to have

a debt extinction and building fund, and

believing that this would be better secured

by the co-operation of two or more neigh-

bouring Presbyteries, especially as the Pres-

byteries in the north were strongly recom-
mended by the Synod to commence a scheme
for themselves before asking aid from the

south,—that a deputation be sent to the

Presbyteries of Newcastle and Northum-
berland, consisting of the Moderator and

Mr. Valence, for the purpose of laying the

subject before them, and asking their co -

operation in devising and carrying out

measures by which this may be effected.

The Session records, deacons' court-

books, and comm\mion-rolls, were ordered

up at the next ordinary meeting.

The Presbytery appointed its next meet-

ing to be held at Bankhill Church, Berwick-

on-Tweed, on the first Tuesday of Novem-
ber, at twelve noon.

rEESBYTERY OF LANCASHIRE.

This Presbytery met in St. George's

Church, Liverpool, on the 4th day of Sep-

tember, 1861. Sederunt: The Rev. Dr.

White, the Rev. Messrs. Davidson, J. C.

Paterson, J. Paterson, Johnstone, Hunter,

Blellock, Halket, Ross, Welsh, Blyth, John
Clelland, ministers ; and Messrs. Wight-
maUj W. Brown, J. G. Brown, ruling elders,

and the clerk.

The Rev. R. H. Lundle was appointed

moderator for the next six months. The
Rev. Mr. Arbuckle, of Kirkoswald, being

present, was associated. The Report of the

Committee on the Bradford Church Pro-

perty was given in, and the Committee was

instructed to carry out the recommendations
therein contained in terms of the Trust Deed.

The Rev. J. C. Paterson gave notice of the

following motion, to be considered at next

ordinary meeting of Presbytery :—
" That a committee be appointed to inquire

into, and report concerning, the title to the

land and buildings belonging to, and occu-

pied by, each congregation within this Pres-

bytery ; the custody and provisions of the

deeds and documents relating to such title,

and the incumbrances affecting the property

of each congregation ; and that the com-
mittee be empowered to issue the following,

among other questions, to the Deacons'

Court of each congregation, and to require

answers thereto :

—

1. Are there any and what title deeds or

other documentary evidence of title to the

land and buildings used and occupied by the

congregation ?

2. In whose custody are those deeds and

documents ?

3. In what place or places are they pre-

served ?

4. What is the date of the latest deed

vesting the land and buildings in the present

holders ?

5. Is the tenure of the laud freehold or

leasehold? q
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6. In whom is the property vested at law

by such latest deed ?

7. Do the persons in whom the deed vests

ithe property hold it as trustees or otherwise,

and how ?

8. For whom do they hold the property

ijft trust by the deed ?

(, 9. What are the names of the trustees as

contained in such deed ?

10. Have any of these persons died, left

the Church in England, or ceased to worship

statedly in one of its congregations, or the

c^'puntry, disclaimed, or in any way become
(i(n accordance with the provisions of the

doed) incapable of acting as trustees?
'11. Give the names of such.

A call was laid on the table from the

united Church of Wharton and Swinton in

favour of Mr. John Gordon, which being
sustained by the Presbytery, was put into

the hand of Mr. Gordon, who intimated his

acceptance of the same.

Mr. Lundie gave in a verbal report about
the proposed new Church at Fairfield, stat-

ing that £660 had been raised towards the
erection of a Church, and that the committee
was negotiating about a suitable site.

The Presbytery proceeded to take up the
call to the Rev. A. Inglis, from the Free
Church congregation of Ecclefeclian, when
parties being summoned to the bar there

appeared the Rev. Messrs. Hope and Gailey,

12. What are the names of the surviving from the Presbytery of Locherly ; Mr. James
ivustees who can and do act?

13. If all the trustees are dead,

Johnston, from the congregation of Eccle-
or have , fechan ; Mr. J. Monks, from the Session of

otherwise become incapable of acting, who John s, Warrington; Messrs. Donald
is the heir, or real or personal representative

|

Mackey and E. Wallington, from the con-

of the last surviving acting trustee ?

14. Have the vacancies from time to time

occurring in the original number of trustees

been filled up ?

15. How has this been done, and who
have been appointed ?

16. Does the deed mention or refer to

any other person or persons as standing be-

tween the trustees in whom the legal estate

is vested and the objects^of the trust?

17. What are the trusts declared by such

latest deed, or incorporated therein by refer-

gregation of St. John's ; and Mr. Inglis for

himself.

The Commissioners from the Presbytery
of Locherly successively addressed the
Court, urging, among other reasons, the
providential circumstances which had led

to the call of Mr. Inglis, and the importance
of Ecclefechan as a sphere of ministerial

labour.

The Court was also addressed by the
representatives of the Session and congrega-
tion of St. John's, earnestly deprecating the

ence to some other deed or document with
]

removal of Mr. Inglis from the sphere for

regard to the religious doctrine, discipline, which he had proved himself peculiarly well

and worship to be held, used, and observed adapted.

by the persons taking the Ijenefit of the
;

Mr. Inglis, after addressing the Court
trusts, or with regard to the religious deno-

|

at some length, expressed his desire

mination with which the minister and con ' •
• - " - „ , .

.

gregation are to be connected ?

close with the call from Ecclefechan, should
the Presbytery decide to loose him from

18. Is there any power given to the trus- his present charge.

tees, or to any persons or managers, to ap-

point or in any way interfere with the ap-

pointment of the minister of the congrega-

tion ?

Thereafter it was moved by Mr. J. C.

j

Paterson and seconded by Mr. Davidson:

—

j

" That Mr. Inglis having expressed a desire

1
to close with the call from Ecclefechan, the

19. Has there been any attempt by any Presbytery loose him from his present

person or persons, under pretext of want of

conformity to trusts declared by the deeds,

to interfere with the present connection of

the congregation with the Presbyterian

Church in England ?

20. Is the land held by the trustees sub-

ject to any and what rent, charge, or other

burden?
21. Are there any, and if any, what mort-

gages, liens, or other incumbrances affecting

the property, or any part thereof?

22. Have the trustees incurred any, and
if any, what personal liabilities in respect of

their trusts ?

charge." Which was accordingly done in

the usual form.

From this finding Mr. Blyth entered his

dissent.

Mr. J. C. Paterson gave in the report of
the Committee appointed by the Presbytery
to inquire into the financial position of the

congregation of Heath Street, Toxteth Park,
Liverpool :

—

" The Presbyterial Committee on Heath
Street met with the interim Session and the

Committees connected with the manage-
ment of the congregation. Present:—Rev.
J. C. Paterson, convene-:; Rev. R. H.

23. Does any, and if any, what income
i

Lundie, for the Presbytery ; Rev. J, R.
arise from any part of the land or buildings

j

Welsh, Messrs. Lockhart, J. G. Brown,
occupied by the minister and congregation ?

j

Nicol, Gillespie, Glendinning, for the

24-. What use is made of this income ?

25. Are there any. endowments ?

Session ; Messrs. Welsh, Lockhart, Brown,
Dempster, Paterson, Gailey, Turnerf
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Mitchell, for the Heath Street Mission

Committee ; and Messrs. Warwick and

McDonald, for the Committee of the Heath
Street congregation. After conference, all

parties declared it to be their present pur-

pose, God helping them, to continue their

efforts in behalf of Heath Street congrega-

tion ; but declined to pledge themselves to

raise any definite aniount of stipend during

the incumbency of the minister."

After deliberation on the report, it -was

moved by Dr. White, and agreed to by the

Court:— "Receive the report, and instruct

the clerk to transmit to the moderator of

the interim Session, and to the chairinan of

the Committee, the following paper, to be

duly signed and returned to the Presbytery

at i's next meeting, to be held at Wharton,
on Wednesday, the 18th of September:—
We continue to feel unabated interest in

the work of the Lord, as it has been going
on for some time in Heath Street; and we
will, by the Divine blessing, continue the

same during Mr. Meikiejohn's incumbency,
if the Presbytery should grant him ordina-

ti n."

The Rev. Messrs. Lundie, J. Paterson,

and Johnstone were appointed to examine
Mr. S. T. Dickenson, with a view to his

being licensed as a preacher of the Gospel.

£5 in money, as a mark of the estimation

in which they hold his services. This class,

which has been ia existence about six

months, bids fair to work a great improve-
ment in the congregational psalmody.

Caeiisle.—On Monday, the 26th ult.,

the Presbytery of Cumberland met in the

AthenEeura Lecture Hall, Carlisle, and in-

ducted the Rev. W. M'Indoe into the
charge of the congregation recently formed
there. Eer. Mr. Stewart, and Dr. Wood,
of the Free Church of Scotland, and Rev.
Messrs. Burn, Taylor, and Hanny took
part in the proceedings. At the close, tlie

Rev. Mr. Duncan, late of Greenwich, in

the name of the congregation, presented
the minister with a pulpit-bible and gown
and cassock. It was gratifying to observe
the interest excited on the occasion, as

auguring well for the future prosperity of
the cause. Few places are more important
for the Church to occupy, and few more
inviting than Carlisle, and, by the blessing ^

of God, we may soon expect to find a most
|

flourishing congregation. Meanwhile, after
|

the first year of its existence, it numbers !

above 100 communicants, and a Sabbath
attendance of about 200, besides having

|

connected with it a Sunday-school of about 1

70 scholars and 10 teachers.

Exeter.— Christchurch Sol-fa Psalmody •

Class. The members of this class have
j

just pre3ent€d their conductor, the Rev. R.

!

R. Thorn, with a handsome easy chair, and I

PEESBYTERIANISM IN IRELA^^D.

The census of 1861 is exceedingly en
couraging to all the Protestants of Ireland,

and it must be especially gratifying to the

Presbyterians. At present, Roman Catholics

amount to little more than two-thirds ol

what v,as their estimated strength in 1834
Episcopalians have lost little more than one

fifth of their numbers at that time ; whils

reckoning the Presbyterians at 535.302
they are not reduced so much as one-sixtli.

Within the last ten years they have sufiered

greatly by emigration, and we could men-
tion some districts where they have thus

been deprived of nearly one-fourth of their

numbers ; but they have meanwhile been
greatly strengthened by the accessions from
other denominations ; and hence, compa-
ratively, they have gained so much ground
in the census. Dr. Montgomery predicted

a few days ago, that the present return

would bear testimony to their decline, but
the Result shows that the Dunmurry orator

is a false prophet, as well as a bad statisti-

cian. It also attests that the year 1859 was
to the Presbyterian Church, not a year of

delusion, but a year of grace.

—

Banner of
Ulster.

Speaking of the late General Assembly
the Banner says,—The meeting was one ol'

the largest ever held in Ulster, the numbers
in attendance being 387 ministers and 118
ciders—making a total of 505 members.
Sucli a convocation is, perhaps, too nume-
rous for deliberative purposes, and is con-

siderably larger than either the Established

or Free Church Assembly in Scotland, or

the Old and lSe\7 School Assemblies ir.

America.

(Dbitunrin

THE LATE WILLIAM PARLANE,
ESQ., OF MANCHESTER.

To the Editor ofthe JSnglisTi Presbyterian Messenger.

Manchester, 17th September, 1861.

Dear Sir,—The Session of Grosvenor
Square Presbyterian Church has to mourn
the recent loss of one of its most esteemed
members, the late "William Parlane, Esq.,

who expired on the 22nd of August.
On the Sabbath succeeding his interment,

which took place on the 1st day of Sep-

tember, Dr. Munro's discourse was specially

adapted to the event. Its conclusion, con-
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taining a brief notice of their late fellow- I

office-bearer's life and character, the Session

requested a copy of for insertion in the
" Messenger,"' which Dr. Munro kindly

sx^pplied, and uhich in their name I now
transmit, believing that many beyond our

own congregation will be pleased to be put

thus in possession of this instructive memo-
rial of our departed brother.

I am, dear Sir, yours truly,
\

A Member of Session or
j

Grosvenor Square
Presbyterian Church.

" Thou sLalt guide me vfith tliy coonsel, and
.lafterwards receive me to thy glory."— Psalm i

Ixxiii. 24,. ;

!

And novr, dear Christian friends, !

permit me to present you with an ilkis- '

tration of the Scripture truths we have '

been striving to set forth. That illus-

1

tratioD, let me tell you, shall be drawn
|

neither from the realm of fancy, the '

field of nature, nor the scope of gene-

ral history. In none of these do we
j

seek for the embodiment of this prin-

;

ciple of conduct, nor the realization of
i

those privileges. But we select the

case of a Christian man, recently wor-
|

shipping in our assemblies, and laid,

:

but the other day, ih the silent grave,
j

lately in living vigour among you ; now
j

a shrouded and buried corpse.

William Parlane had the privilege of i

which our text speaks graciously pro-

vided for him; namely, guidance by
divine counsel, and that guidance he
gratefully accepted. It waa sought

and found by him, through the years

of youth, amidst the activities of man-
hood, and in the Icisurel}' season of

mature—though not advanced—age.

So led through life, ho was not left or

forsaken in death. Even in that trying

crisis, when descending, at the sudden
call, into the valley of its shadow, as

we rest well assured, the guiding care

of the Good Shepherd vras tenderly
;

vouchsafed—" his rod and staff they

comforted him." I

Into three distinctly defined periods,
\

of nearly equal length, was that life

divided. The first was spent in his
[

father's house, blessed with sound do-
)

mestic training, with the example of'

pious parents, and the lessons of faith-

ful pastors. He accepted these means
of direction, and became himself a

worthy example to young men. The
second period was spent in a foreign

'

land, amidst the busy pursuits of com-
merce—in a land where means of reli-

gious improvement are scanty, while

inducements to forget God abound, and
where many who resort thither do for-

get him, and go astray. There he was
faithful. Co-operating with a small

group of good men, his influence and
aid were cordially and successfully

given to provide Scriptural Ordinances

in a pure Presbyterian form, in a region

where Popery had held for ages an
almost universal sway. True to the

faith of his fathers, he found in that

faith a solace and a blessing, when far

from his father's home. It confirmed

his heart in the ways of God, while it

invigorated his practical virtues.

The third and last period of his life

he has spent among yourselves. For
upwards of twenty years he has been
a member of this nock : and for the

greater part of that time he has been
an elder among you, " taking the over-

sight, not by constraint, but willingly;"

ready in every emergency to act

bravely ; and when necessities, either

public or private, appealed for relief,

his heart went with his hand in giving

as God prospered him, and propor-

tionately to the deservings of the case,

and what he gave, he gave with frank-

ness and cordial good will.

Ye know his manner of life. A
lengthened or high-flown eulogy from
me would, therefore, be useless to you,
as it would, I am sure, be distasteful

to him. Still, I cannot be wholly
silent. Those who have had opportu-
nities, must have observed that his in-

tellect was eminently practical. Sound
originally, and well exercised, as it

indeed was, not apt to be carried away
with fancies, or disturbed by irrelevant

feelings, but habitually acting upon
grounds which approved themselves to

common sense, and to the tests of ex-

perience, his judgment was highly

serviceable.

;
Besides, as a suggestion to young

men entering on business, and called

to measure the strength of their facul-

ties with the difficulties that arise in

its transactions, or meet them in their

positions, it may be well to observe
that a great part of the A'aluc of his

understanding arose from the thorough
honesty of his heart—its freedom from
all conscious bias or self-seeking ; no
thought of compassing one thing
under covert of another. He was
always above board with himself, as

well as with other people. And that



330 CANADIAN PEESBTTERIAN CHFECH.

singleness of mind tended materially
j

the Sabbath—in our missionary and
to make his head clear and his conchi- ! our prayer meetings, as if conscious
sions sound, as TTell as their expression that it was only by constantly using
simple. This, too, gave him weight, the instrumentalities of grace, he could
You could not help believing in him

; expect to obtain grace, and say with
and he was ever generous in his judg- confidence, ''Lord, thou shalt guide
ments, and ready to believe in you.

\

me with thy counsel, and afterwards
His mildness was not weakness, nor ' receive me to thy glory."

his moderation want of discernment. But he is gone. The cold tombstone
If, sometimes, in the interchange of covers him. In that isle of miniature
thought, or in the turns of discussion, Alpine grandeur, where Clyde mingles
aught he said might seem unpalatable, with the sea, and beneath the shadow
why, the hearty fairness and kind pur- of Goatfield, he lay down and died,

pose of the man shone out so trans- One day, seen in health, conversing
parently, while that little innocent cheerfully with a group of Christian
laugh of his, and that half-facetious friends; the next day, "he was not;
word which accompanied it, so operated for God took him." His mortal re-

as that his momentary opposition only mains are home among us .: but his

imparted a raciness of flavour pleasant spirit has gone to the upper home, to

both to young and old. Who, in such be for ever with the Lord,
instances, could help saying, "Let the Mourn for the dead ! mourn for the

righteous smite me, it shall be a kind- dead I but mourn not as without hope,
ness ; and let him reprove me, it shall Weep for the dead! weep for the
be an excellent oil which will not break dead! for "Jesus wept:" but forget

my head " not the words of the weeping Christ.

And what might we not say of his They come like sunbeams through the

moral principles, with his religious falling rain. "lam the resurrection

habits P—though he himself would be and the life : he that believeth in me,
indisposed to speak of them at all. though he were dead, yet shall he live :

They were embodied in his life, not and whosoever liveth and believeth in

paraded in his speech; regulated for me, shall never die,"

use, not exaggerated for show. Who While our lament rises for the dead,

more than he excelled, as the head of let our SA'^mpathy ilow forth for the

a family, in all its tender offices and living, for those who held the inner

relative duties
;

warming, too, the circle of his affections, with others in

various circles of his kindred with a their several degrees of kin, all of

constant cordiality of affectionate in- whom his departure has immersed in

terestr Who more than he was a true sorrow. His is the gain, but theirs

friend among his friends in society ? the loss. Yet tell, oh ! tell them, that

By him no sting of disparagement was even their loss is not irreparable,

ever emitted from the sheath of a pre- Heaven is not far off, and to now sur-

facing, flattering phrase. No breeder ^'iving Christian friends death will ere

of strifes, or sower of jealousies, was .

long open the gate of life, and admit
he. Ever conciliating, considerate and them in person to his fellowship, till

candid, did he prove himself in his Christ shall raise them up together at

deeds as well as his words. AVhomore the last day. Eise, then, mourners!
than he, as an office-bearer in the house from bending in grief over his buried

of God, thought and strove for the in- body. Congratulate the soul now
terests of the Church and its members, ascended to its place, on its escape

according tothe grace given him : rejoic- from a sinful and shadowy world to

ing in its welfare
;
aiding in its edifica- the blessedness of a holy heaven, irra-

tion; caring for the poor, and acceptable diated with "the hght that cometh
to all ranks and degrees ? Neither is it down from the throne of God and of

to be forgotten that he lent his per- the Lamb."
sonal services to several of the benevo-
lent institutions of this city ; services

which, as they were effective, were
highly valued by the public-spirited, CANADIAN PRESBYTERIAN
good men with whom he acted. And CHURCH,
who ^1:- him gave an example of stated A. j late number of, the Canadian
waitir .. upon God in his ordinances on Record has the following remarks res-
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pecting the past and present positions of

their now united Church :

—

"While it becomes us to avoid all

boasting and vain glory, it is surely our
• duty gratefully to acknowledge the great

goodness of God as manifested in the po-

llution now occupied by the Canada Pres-

-yterian Church. Of the two churches

enow forming together the Canada Pres-

lyterian Church, the progress during the

ears of their separate existence has been

ery marked. The United Presbyterian

'hurch, we believe, was commenced in

anadaby two ministers in the year 1832,

.nd had on its roll, at the time of the

jnion, seventy ministers. The Synod of

the Presbyterian Church of Canada had,

^'On its organisation in 1844 twenty-two
ministers. When the Union was con-

summated it had on its roll IGO minis-

ters. In both branches of the Church
there were at the time of the Union nu-
merous vacancies and organised congre-

gations waiting for the settlement of mi-
nisters, amounting together to at least

from fifty to sixty. To supply these va-

cancies, and carry on the necessary work,

we have at present about thirty proba-

tioners. At the rstte at which the

churches have increased in past years,

we may expect that from twelve to fifteen

new congregations will be formed every

year.

" From these various data, and adverting

also to the probability that from year to

year vacaucie? will occur from the resig-

nation or death of uiini^tcrs, we may see

that we should have an increase of ntarly

twenty labourers to our ranks each year.

Of these, sorne—we trust a considerable

number—may be expected from the

mother and sister churches on the other

side of the Atlantic. But it is evident

that it is to our own young men, and to

our own College that we must principally

look for the supply that is needed. Every
class at Knox College should number
from ten to fifteen, and every year we
should have an equal number of licen-

tiates.

"For a few years past the students

connected with the former Synods have
fallen considerably short of the number
specified ; and it becomes a question how
the number can be increased. It is evi-

dent that without a very considerable

increase, our work cannot advance ; we
cannot extend our lines of operation

—

we can scarcely maintain our position.

It becomes a duty, then, for the Church
to look out and encourage able and pro-

I mising young men, who may be trained

j

for the work of the ministry. This is

. the duty of Presbyteries, of ministers,

1

and elders of the Church, The matter,

too, should speak to the hearts of pa-

;
rents whom God hath blessed with sons,

i His work is demanding attention. ' The

I

harvest is great, but the labourers are

few.* May God's spirit lead many pa-

rents to dedicate their sons to the Lord's

service ; and may he incline the heart of

many a pious youth to consecrate his

service to the Lord, and to say, ' Here
'. am I, send me.'

"

I

POPEEY ITS" • EIS^GLAND.

i The Committee of the Protestant
Alliance have lately issued an Address
to Protestants, which contains some

j

very important statements. The at-

tention of our readers is directed to

j

the followinj^ •.—

I
The great aim of the Eoman Catho-

' lie priesthood in the present day is,

. according to the testimony of one of
their most distinoruished members, " to

' subjugate and subdue, to conquer and
rule an imperial race;" "to bend or

I breal: a will which nations and king-

,

doms have found invincible and in-

flexible." England is the chosen field

on which " to fight the battle of the
Church." If Protestantism be "con-
quered in England, it would be con-

' quered throughout the world."

—

Tablet,

\ August 6, 1859.

! The Roman Catholic Relief Act, in

1829, so far from satisfying the

;

Romanists, has only stimulated them
!
to greater demands, and successive

I

Governments have made ^^nwise and

I

unnecessary concessions.

I

The following statistical facts, com-

j

piled from authentic sources, demand
! serious consideration :

—

Priests in England 1829. ]8j9. 1860. Increase,
and Scotland ... 447 1,236 1,342 895

Chapels, &c 449 950 993 544
Monasteiies 37 47 47
Convents 123 155 155

^

Colleges 12 12 12

i
In 1817 the Government recognised

I

Romish priests as chaplains in the
I army. The following official statement

I

shows a progressive increase both in

\ their numbers and pa^- :

—

Increase
Eonaish Priests as 18.53. 1858. in 5 Years.

]

Chaplains 85 145 60
Payments to Komish

. Military Chaplains £2,702 £7,229 £4,527
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1

But besides this enormous increase

in the number of Ivomish chaplains in

the army, the Queen, by her Royal
AYarrant, dated November 5th, 185S,

conferred on them the rank of commis-
sioned officers ; and by anotlier Ivoyal

Warrant, dated November ItHli, 1859,
the chaplains are divided into four

classes, ilie lowest of which is equal in

rank to a captain, and they all wear
uniforms. These appointments assume
additional importance from the fact

that many of the priests are aliens not
only from Italy, Belgium, France, and
German}'-, who have no sympathy
whatever with our country from birth,

language, or religion, but the}' yield

allegiance to a foreign Potentate.

The Jesuits also are endeavouring
to get hold of the young both in

England and in our colonies, and there-

fore education is their great battle-

horse," and the grants for that purpose
from the public treasury have become
alarming in tlicir amount. The llc-

porfc of the Committee of Council on
Education for T859-G0 exhibits the
following :

—

Grants to Eomau Catholic Schools in

England ot33,034

Xuniber of Eomiah Schools in England ... 411
Teachers—Hale, 372

;
Female, 713 1,115

Scholars—Boy.s, 10,33S
;

tiirls, 2G,522 ... 45,860

In the colony of Yictoriji, Australia,

a like course has been pursued : where,
in 1848, tlicro were only 5 Romish
schools, there are now IIG schools and
nearly C,000 scholars, and the grant of

public money in 1858 amounted to

upwards of £14,000. In Ireland, in

1859, nearly -180,000 Roman Catholic

children attended the IS^ational Schools,

the proportional cost of which to the
country was last year about £205,000.
Yet, trom the prison returns for

Ireland, it appears that SG per cent,

of the criminals are Roman Catholics,

although they do not comprise more
than two-thirds of the whole popula-
tion.

The extension of institutions, under
the name of lioformatory Schools, is

another object eagerly pushed by the
Jesuits. The grant to these Romish
schools from the public treasury
amounted in 1859 to the sum of

£10,707, yet in the largest of them, to

which upwards of £5,337 was paid, the
Government Insx)ector reports that,
" t/ie m'tseonduct a7id inefflcknt^i' of the

' Brothers,^ i.e., the OJJlcers charfjcd

more immediately with the moral and
industrial training of the hoys," caused!

great anxiety.
j

I

Besides large sums paid by a Pro-/
I testant country in support of a systern

I
hostile to our religion and to our civi"

: liberty, the sum of £26,000 is by tfc

Act of 1815 paid annually to the Col

I

lege of Maynootli to train priests

i and in most of our colonies, as Gibra"

\ tar, Mauritius, Malta, Australia, an

]

India, large annual payments ar

i
made by the Government for Romi|

1

objects : the following is a corres

i summary :— i

.

{

Army Eomish Chaplains £7,229
! Grants for Eomish Schools in England ... 33,034)

; Eomish Reformatory Schools in England 10,707

{

Maynooth Grant 26,000

I

Romish Schools in Ireland (proportionate

!
part) 205,000

j
Eomish Chaplains in Irish Prisons and

. Workhouses 10,000

I
Colonies and India 10,000

j

Romish Ecformatoiy Schools in Ireland

j

(amount not known)

Total Annual Payment by the British

j

Government £331,970

It is not merely by pecuniary grants

that Popery seeks to strengthen her-

self-in this country, and to accomplish

her aim of again becoming " the

Dominant CnuBcn of Exgi.ine,''

but by obtaining appointments in tlie

\

Royal Household, Treasury, Customs,

I

Colonial Office, Poor Law Board, State

! Paper Office, as Governors of Colonies,

j

Judges in County Courts, Magistrates,

I

and in every department where her

j
emissaries can assist her design of over-

;

throwing the liberty and Protestant rc-

1 Hgiou of England.
During the Session of 1859, the

' Romanists were defeated in all their
' attempts to pass Bills favouring the

\ advance of their religion ; and in the
' Session of 18G0 they were also unsuc-
' cessful. By lar the most important of

I

the Popish 'Bills was the one relating

; to Roman Catholic Charities, intro-

;
duced b}^ Sir Q . Bowyer and Mr.

; Ilenessy ; the original Bill would
have legalised superstitious uses and
trusts, and Monastic Institutions,

i
The Alliance succeeded in getting the

entire Bill so altered that its pro-

! moters repudiated it, and stigmatised

I it a.=*
* mo.?t mischievous and insult-
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GLENPIELD PATENT STARCH,
USED IN THE EOYAL LAUNDRY.

The Ladies are respectfully informed tliat this STARCH is exclusively used in the

Royal Laundry ; and Her Majesty's Laundress says, that although she has tried

/JVheaten, Rice, and other Powder Starches, she has found none of them equal to the

j^LENFIELD, which is the finest Starch she ever used.

WoTHERSPOON & Co., Glasgow and London.

; EUPTURES.
BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT.

WHITE'S MOC-MAIN LEVER TRUSS
Is allowed by upwards of 200 Medical Gentlemen to be the most effective

invention in the curative treatment of Hernia. The use of a steel spring,

so often hurtful in its effects, is here avoided, a soft bandage being worn
round the body, while the requisite resisting power is supplied by the

MOC-MAIN PAD and PATENT LEVER, fitting with so much ease

and closeness, that it cannot be detected, and may be worn during sleep.

A Descriptive Circular may be had, and the Truss (which cannot fail to

fit) forwarded by Post, on the circumference of the body, two inches below
the hips, being sent to the Manufacturer, Mr. WHITE, 228, Piccadilly, London.

Price of a Single Truss 16s., 21s., 26s. 6d., and 31s. 6d. Postage, Is.

„ Double ditto, 31s. 6d., 42s., and 52s. 6d. Ditto, Is. 8d.

„ an Umbilical, 42s., 52s. 6d. Ditto, Is. lOd.

Post Office Orders to be made payable to John White, Post Office, Piccadilly.

ELASTIC STOCKINGS, SOCKS, KNEE CAPS, &c.,

For Varicose Veins and all cases of Weakness and Swelling of the Legs, Sprains, &e.

They are porous, light in texture, and inexpensive, and are drawn on like an ordinary

Stocking. Price 4s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 10s., and 16s. each. Postage, 6d.

Manufacturer, JOHN WHITE, 228, Piccadilly, London.

WHEN YOU ASK FOB GLENFIELD PATENT STARCH, see
that you get it, as inferior kinds are often substituted.

'

WoTHEESPOON & Co,, Glasgow and London.

NEW EELIGIOUS PUBLICATION.

Just PuUiskeiy No. 1, for October, Price 2d., Monthly, in an Illustrated Wrapper.

THE CHRISTIAN'S BREAD BASKET,
A Magazine for every-day reading.

Contents :—

The All-Sufficient Grace of God, by Eev. C. H. Spurgeon—The Precious Promises
of Jesus, by Rev. James Smith, of Cheltenham—How to Read the Bible with most
Spiritual Profit, by Rev. J. Watson, M.A.—Comforting Words—Your Babe How will
you Train It ?—How Silence Saved Me—Half Hours with Eminent Preachers • Rev H
G. Guinness, Rev. Hugh Allen, D.I>., Rev. T. Binney—Poe^^ Sowing in Tears—" The
Last Words of My Mother "—Supplication—Aspirations—The Voice from Galilee-
Only one way of Doing Good—A Chaplain's Story—The Last Shall be First—Sin to be
Repented of—A Letter to a Young Person—Receiving Christ, by a Pastor—The Sheo-
herd and the Lamb, &c., &c.

^'

London : HoULSTON & Wbight, 65, Paternoster Row.



I SLAi^ SIlVtR EI^Ct^RO PL/ffL
IS A STRO>'a COATING OF PURE SILVER OYER NICKEL.

MANUFACTURED SOLELY BY RICHARD AND JOHN SLACI

The fact of Tw'enty Years' wear is ample proof of its durability, and in the hardest use it can m
show the brassy under-surface so much complaiued of by many purchasers of Electro-Plate.

EVERY ARTICLE EOR THE TABLE AS IN SILVER.

OLD GOODS REFLATED EQUAL TO NEW

Table Forks ....

ssert Forks .

Table Sp ons .

Des>ert Spoons
Tea Spoons . . .

.

TEA Sc COFFEE SETS
FROMjf 4-.I0.0.

EVEBY NEW PATTERN ALWAYS ON VIEW.

Messrs. Slack have been celebrated for Fifty Years for the Superior Mauufactui e of

their Cutlery.
Per Doz.

£ s. d.

Ivory Table Knives, Balance Handle 9 J? ?
Ivory Dessert Knives, Balance Handle..

Carver and Fork each 0

Per Doz.
£ s. d.

10 0
0 14 0
0 5 G

Per Doz.
£ s. d.

12 0
0 15 G
0 G 9

2B85 TB 2B
LK

11-18-99 32180 XL

Tha Best Quality, and Warranted not to come loose in the Handles.

SLACK'S IRONMONGERY WAREHOUSE
Is the Cheapest in London, consistent with quality.

FAillLIES FUBNISHING will find it t > their advantage to inspect tLe STOCK and compare the
PllICES, a few of which can only be quoted in the limits of an advertisement.

Black Fenders, from 3s. 6d.

Bronzed Fenders, from 10s.

Brigiit S^eel and Ormolu, 65s

Copper Coal Scoops, from 233.

Uish Covers, 18s. set of 6.

Queen's Pattern, 28s. set of 6.

Di-awing-TOom Fire-Iroh-', from lOs.

Ti.e New Coal Scoop, from 10s. 6d.

Improved Coal Boxes, 4s. 6d.

SLACK^S CATALOGUE, with 350 drawings and prices of every requi-
site in Furnishing Ironmongery, gratis or post free. 'No person
should Furnish without one.
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RICHARD 8i JOHN SLACK,
STRAND, OPPOSITE SOMERSET HOUSE
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